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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 
Th'u1·sday, 29 Jnly, 1880. 

Formal Bnsiness.-Schmaling's Land Orders.-Pre~s 
Telegrams.- Q.neensland Iron.- Ca,se of bamuel 
Lewis.-Select Committees.-l\Iail Contract-com
mittee. 

The SPEAKEH took the chair at 3 o'clock 

:FORMAL BUSINESS. 

The HoN. S. vV. GHIFFITH, in moving
That tl1ere be laid upon the table of the House, a 

Return showir1g the nurnbe':' of letters sent by post fl'om 
Brisbane and the othm ports of call of the 'l'orres Stra.its 
mail steamer.-, during the first six months ot' this year, 
to all countries and places beyond the }\.ustralian colo
nies and l\ew Zealand, specilying the nmnbP-r Sf'llt 
from each port, and the mail route by whkh they 
were sent-

asked permission to amend the motion by sub
stituting "each of the first six months" for 
''the first six n1onths." 

The COLONIAL S:ECRETAHY (:Yir. Pal
mer) said a formal motion could not be amended. 
It had so been decided this session already. 

The SPEAKER : It is quite competent for 
the mover of a rewlution to make a verbal 
amendment, but it must be by consent of the 
House. 

An Ho:lOCHABLE ME>IBEl\: This h; not l>y 
con:-;ent. 

1\Iotion put and paosed. 

SCH:'IIALii'l'G'S LAND OllDERS. 

l\lr. SIJHPSON :;aid that, before moving the 
nwtion r;ta.nding h1 hi::; nan1e, he ha.<l to ask the 
perruis:3ion of the House to rnake a ~light arnend
rnent, v.-hich wa8 to IJnt the ruuue of I\ir. Dteven~ 
in the place of :ll1r. Hill, who did not wish to 
serve on the committee. He then movcd--

1. That a Select Committee be appointed to inquire 
into and report upon tlte ciremnstaw~cs eoHnccicll with 
Christian ~elnnahng's Laud Onlcrs, as disdo:--ccl hy the 
Corrr'"iJOHdCll('e laill!Jel'orc the House on the lOth Jnly 
la:-:t. 

2. That suell Comntittet~ lntYe power to Pi''ILl !or per
sous a.ud papers, an<l to sit tlnring any adjonrmncnt of 
the lion ,e, nud ('On::.:ist oi the following 1Hcm1JC1".~, viz. : 
-)Ir. Diek~ou, }Jr :-5tCYCllS, }fr Kail,..,, 3Ir. A1ullnrst, 
:\fr. ltutledge, ::\lr. 3Iol·y·head, and ::uoYer. 

He had hoped that this matter vmnlcl hnvc heen 
allo\ved to go as a forrnaJ nwtion, ancl thought it 
wnulcl have l>een hetter if such had been the 
cn..se. ..c\i::i, however, it wa . ..; not so allowed he 
1nust say a, few wurd.s before Kitting d(nvn. In 
smne pa,pcrl'i ccmc0nling Chri~tim1 Schrnaliug ·~ 
laucl orders, ordered to l >e printed on the lOth of 
July last year, there were :-;mne Yery f5trange 
docurnents, an(l in tltc last nnndJer, 30, there were 
sorue conclu;-;ion:-; {lrawn hy J\lr. }{nnte, the La.n(l 
Com1nissioner ·who c:1,rried ont the inquiry. _He 
'YaH smTv to have to 1nention in connection with 
those paf>er.s an hon. InmnlJor of the }louse, but 
he nnu-;t do HO hecauHe he 'vas very cloi::iely con
nected with the whole of the papers, as tu which 
JHr. Hume said-

" In conclusion, I drn,w attention to t.he fact tlmt the 
evidence is Vl~r.\· COllfiictiog, alltl that, considering a 
fraud nmounting to a felony appear~ to have been 
cmnmitt.c i t•y an unknown person, no adequ:tte etforts 
to hri1 g him to justice appear to have beeu made by 
the police." 
That was a very :-:erionb charge, and the person 
to \d10n1 it pointed, whoeYer it was, ought to 
have an opportunity of clearing hilnself, and 
it vms with this wish that he brought the 
documents under the notice of the House. 
l'vlr. Hume went on to say that "in consequence 
of being thus defrauded" the hon. senior member 
for 'roo\'-.romuba, who ,,·as the IneinlJer \'irho wa~ 
mixed up in these papers, "states he has lost 
£ti0." :Further on ::.lr. Hume said-

" I think it r.ight to bring under your notice that l\fr. 
Groom, in a conversation after he had gixen his evi
dCllCe, told me he hall been informed in 'l'omvoomba 
that this iuYestigatiou had heen institntcd by yon, at 
my i.ustigation, with a view to do him an injnry." 

In that paragraph the hon. senior member for 
Too,vomnba di:;tinctly accused a 1ne1nber of the 
I\linistry with instigating urgent proceetlinw;; 
with a view to his injury. l\Ir. Hume con
tinued-

" I pointed out its only ohjei~t \Yas to ascertain what 
circumstances had led to the stoppage of the land 
order::;, and to do jm;tice to their holders, who at present. 
conld not utilise them." 

In consequence of this '" certain Christian 
Schrnnling had not been able to use the land 
orders that the law gave him, and which he had 
a perfect right to u,e, He (~fr. Simpson) would 
now briefly point out a few diocrepancies that 
appeared in these documents. This Christian 
Schmaling distinctly swore that he called n pon 
the senior hon. rnen1ber for Toowoornba on four 
different occasions in reference to these land 
orders, a])(l that he <lid not receive them. He 
further ::;wore that in June, 1875, he again ca1led., 
making in all five tirnes, and the senior hon. 
member for Toowoornba then told him that he 
had given the orders to another rnan. JHr. 
Urootn said that Schrnaling calletl only once, and 
that was at the end of ,July. Here was a very 
s;erious discrepancy: one of the t'vo was evi
dently Yery 1nneh in the 'vrong, and he thought 
it was <lne to the innocent party, be he whom he 
might, to haYe the matter cleared up. 1\lr. 
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:Hcintyre in one part of hit> evidence said that 
he bought the land orders for £47 lOs., and "'me 
months afterwards reBold them at exactly the 
same price. ::'.Ir. Groom said that he gave £u0 
for the1n. Here, again, ''Tas a considerable dis
crepancy. 1Ir. Groom in these papers ga.ve 
three distinct accmmt,; of the transaction, e:tch 
one varying from the other in a very consider
able degree. In No. 8 of the papers, 2\Ir. Groom 
conf<· ·sec! to having sold these orders to l\Ir. 
:Vie In tyre by auction, he believed, for the sum 
of £47 10s. ::\lr. Gmom said that by his 
books and receipt this was pctid to Chl'isti;m 
Schmaling; so that in hiK fir.':it account he seen1ed 
to believe that he sold the. orders through :VIr. 
.\Iclntyre, at auction, for £-±7 10~. ln Xo. 10 
nf the sc1Jn1e p:tpL!l'S :\Jr. Croo.:.u ~-:1i.1l that he ha.cl 
the )litpers in his possession for-he (lUr. Simp
son) took it--one ,]ny only ; that upon the secoml 
day after receiving thern he gn,ve then1 a\vay to 
the wrong men. Tn the thirrl account which 
lVIr. Uruorn furnished, he said.-

" ~chmalln~'~ land orders came np to me accompanieU 
hy a letter :-:aying they were sent at his re(1uest, they 
remfLining in my possession some three weeks." 

So, in the first phtce, he ,,aid J\Ir. J\fcintyre ,;ol<l 
theRe lnnrl or\lers by nuction ; in the beconLl place, 
that he hn.cl thorn in hb lJO' 'essio 1 one day ; and 
in his third account, tlw.t he hitcl them in hi.s 
possession smne th:n~e weekv Ther•e \Vere, in 
:-,uch a. ruatter of bnsinef4s as this, rather serious 
discrepancies. He lmrl no rhmllt that they were 
(jUite capable of exphm;ction, mu! he thoug-ht 
that if }Ir. Groonl Clluld explain then1 fairly, 
then there was anothe1· rnan \Vho ought tv be 
punished acconlingt') litw, In X o. lOo£ the papers 
}lr. Grn<nn ""1id, "I have now given you the 
fncts of the c>tse." \V ell, he (!\fr. Simpson) 
would like to know which of the three ver,ion; 
were the facts of the case; for, seeing that they 
had three distinct versions, they could not all be 
the facts. Then, again, in X o. 10, l\Ir. G-roorn :-:;aid, 
"I drew up a large nurnber of applic<-ltions for 
Germans who \\ere applying for their lam! 
orders." \V ell, the totnl number of land orders 
that p"ssed through the hon. member's name 
during tha,t t\velvA n1onths consh;ted of four, srJ 

that .Mr. Groom :-:eemed to consider four a consi
derable nmubel'-in fact, so many that they were 
sufficient to confuse hirn h1 giving thern out 
again. ·rh en there was something very strange 
about the receipt. In ~o. 8 JYlr. Choo1n f:lf~e1ne· l 
to say that a Sergeant Downie lmd seen that 
receipt. In Ko. 10 it Wits stated that the receipt 
\V:1S signed by Schma.ling; in No. 27 no less than 
three per:-4ont:l, as faT as he could judge-son1eone 
JHI.med Henderoon, it 1\'Ir. Hemmant, itml the 
police 1nag.istrate--had seen that receipt; hut, in 
all the pccpe1·s, every one of them clenie<l eve,· 
having seen that receipt or having any kno\vledge 
of it whatever. He thought these discrepancie; 
snfficiently wide to call for some in<tniry ; and 
if a fraud mnounting to a felony had Leeu 
committen, he thought it showed a very con
siderable mnount of carele,snes.s on the part 
of those looking after these matters that no 
adequate efforts to bring- the off 'nder to jus
tice hitn been made by the police. llefer
ring to the fin.;t prt~ge of that return- the 
list n£ >tll papers and corresponrlence accom
panying the returns-on Xo. 12 there was a 
note that the document had apprtrently been 
torn off there. He did not know whether that 
might have been the missing receipt, but if it ever 
existed it did not see1n tu be forthcon1ing 
then. He should verv shortly run throug11 the 
flocuments, and rnnke a fe\v con1n1ents, in t.he 
order in \Yhich they cm1e through, not in the 
order of events exactly. Tn Xo. ·1, elated Jul:.-
27th, 187ii, it seemed to him that that was the 
first time that the police hitd any knnwleclge 
thitt those land orders hitcl gone astray. He would 

call hon. members' itttention to the fact that, 
from a rlocnrnent further on, it would itppear 
t!1· '' they were itbsolutely and positively sold on 
tne 7th of ,i une. On the 2nd of August, Mr. 
};clwG.rd Pechey telegraphed to the Immigr:.tion 
Agent Sitying thitt Schrnitling had not received 
his land orders. Tlmt Wits very nearly two 
months after tiJO orders had been sold by Mr. 
Groom, and five weeks after the time that 
Sclm1itling swore that he had discovered to ::VIr. 
Groom that they were lost. It seemed very 
str:1nge that 1\Ir. Grooin, dnring thi::; interval, 
kuowing that he had sold them to 1-Ir. rdcintyre, 
had never gn11e and 1nade [tny inquiry fr01u hin1, 
for not only had this time elapsed, but it was on 
the 29th September following that the first 
in(juiry seemed to have been made of l\Ir. 
J\Iclntyre. In No. 6 they had the fact that the 
land orders were posted to " \V. H. Groom, 
Es(j., l\I.L.A., Toowocmbit,'' from Brisbane. 
epon inquiry by the Inspector of Police at 
Toowomnba, .l'llr. Groom acknowledged that he 
had receiver! those land orders upon the 7th 
,June, two ditys after they were posted; so that 
it was very clear that these papers were traced to 
::\Ir. Groorn'~ handH. In No. 8, ~Tr. Gromn, upon 
further inquiry by the police, the date being a 
couple of elite's after, said that they were sold (by 
auction, he belie\ ed) for .£4710s. 'rh en they came 
to No. 10, ,v]lich 'va::: a very hnportant paper in 
tlmt series, Leing the first consi<lerable document 
in which :VIr. Groom gave his version of the facts 
o£ the Ct'Lse. ::\Ir. Groom said that he drew up a 
large number of applications £ol' Germans who 
were ~tpplying for their lancl orders ; whereas the 
bet appeared that he only drew up, and received, 
fonr orders rluring- the whole period of twelve 
months. l\It'. Groom said tlmt on 7th .June a 
m:'Ln called at his office and asked him if he hitd 
itny land orders for Schmaling, and he replied, 
"Yes, two had come from Brisbane that morn
ing." 'rhitt letter was ditted 30th August, 1875. 
The hon. member seemed to have a Yel'Y distinct 
and clear recollection of event~ and particulars. 
}lr. Gro01n continned: "I at once g<1Ve hin1 the 
bnd orders tmd he signe<l the receipt for them." 
Those litnd orders were therefore received by 
i\J r. Groom on the ;)th June, and on the 7th
within two clays-he seemed to hitYe had an 
applicant for them and gave them out. ::ichnm
ling thr n asked him to buy the orders, and 
he told him tCtat he was not buying land orders, 
lmt .'aid tlmt ~>Ir. l\lcTntyre was. He (Schumling) 
askerl him to go to J\Icintyre's itnd see what he 
would give for them. He went to ::VfcTnt.yre's 
and sohl them for £47 lOs. and handed him the 
money. On the Gth o.~ngust 1\lr. Gr(l(l'll seemed 
to be under the idea thitt those orders had been 
sold by auction ; on the 30th he wa' quite clear 
in his mind that I\Ir. J\Ic1ntyre pitid him the 
ea· h down and he handed the m on· v to 
Schn1aling. Then, "about seven 'veeks after," 
or about the very end of July, "an elderly man 
called at the office and inquired if I hwlrec,eivecl 
any land orrlers, and was informed that 1 had 
none for that narue ;" but on exanlining a drawer 
in his private ollice table, found, with other 
papers referring to land orders, the receipt ''in 
form" of Schn1aling-'s land orders, a.nd he ex .. 
plitinecl that .someone hitd seven weeks previously 
olJtnined the litnd orders in his name ; and Mr. 
Groom h>trl shown Schmitling it rec?ipt itt that 
time. About the 8th July, according to Mr. 
Groorn's own version, the fact that he had given 
the order to the wrong man was patent to his 
mind; bnt he seemed not to have made that 
effort, which in the end eventuated in the 
recovery of those orders, until the 27th Septem
ber, which was a period of two full months. He 
(:VIr. Sirnpson) had nothing to say upon Mr. 
Gromn'~ opinion tbnt he was hardl;v 11Rf'{1 in 
thitt matter, abuuL the money or otherwise ; 
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but when he went on to st1y tht1t the nt1mes of 
Germans were often so much t1like tht1t 
any person in the hnrry of business might ft1ll 
into the st1me error as he had, he could only 
ht1ve det1lt, during the whole of that period of 
twelve months, with four land orders, coming 
from the Immigration Office in Brisbane, and 
that the confusion in his mind was confusion en
tirely with regard to four names, two of those 
nan1e8 being ~chmaling. That was ~fr. Groo1n's 
first lette>·, written within a short time of the 
\vhole event, and giving what he declared to be 
the bets of the case. He need not trouble hon. 
members 'my more till they came to No. 1, when 
JIIIr. Groom wrote another letter, on the 17th 
February, 187fl~a very considemble time ha vinO' 
elapsed~in which he said~ " 
' "In reply to you1· inquirie ... in re Christian SchmaJing's 
land orUer:-;, I have the ll'Jn·•nr to state that I havo no 
reason t.o doubt that the Christ.iall Schmaling in whose 
possci>shn the la.•1d orderR are now i~ the rightful owner. 
I have in v~1in songl:.t f.>r t.he 111an who first got them 
from me, and by whom I am a lo::.cr of the .tGO paid for 
theil· recovery." 

On the 1st April, 1879, he seemerl, for reasons 
which did not appear, to have considered it neces
sary, in conDequence of the inquiry made on ac
count of Schrnaling's complaint, to ha,ve made a 
statement at the Toowoomba Pul1lic Lands Office 
and he (Mr. Simpson) could not help saying that 
that statement was entirely at Yariance with his 
two former statements. He there stated that 
these orders ren1ained in his posse:s~ion sorne 
three weeks, whereas the fact was that they re
mained in his possession two clays, and that fact 
seemed to have been very clear to his mind on a 
former occasion. He then spoke of the receipt 
which was afterwards sent down to J\!Ir. Hem
mant. Everyone, so far as the inquiry had gone, 
seml!ecl to deny any knowledge whatever of that 
receipt, ~ncllYfr. q-room was the only one who 
spoke of It. He said that the police took it down 
to Highfields for the purpose of identification 
and the police whom he asserted took the docu: 
ment to Highfields deny t1ny knowledge of it 
whatever. He then said that he took him to Mr. 
Mcintyre who bought the orders, but he did not 
reme':nber what he paid for them. Then, again, 
he said that about three weeks or a month after
wards the real Christian Schmalincr called on 
him, and he (:\fr. Groom) told hi~ what had 
occurred, and again showed him the receipt. 
Previous to this he had no recollection of ever 
having seen him at all. This Christian Schma
ling swore positively that he called upon 
five different occasions, in the course of a very 
short period of time, upon lYfr. Groom, and JYfr. 
Groom said that he showed the receipt of the 
Police Magistrate at Toowoomba also. ::Yf r. 
Hemmant then told him he would impound the 
orders in order to give him (Mr. Groom) an op
portunity of t1scertaining who had committed the 
fraud. So that it was quite evident that Mr. 
Hemmant agreed with Mr. Groom that a fraud 
amounting to a .fel~my had been perpetrated by 
some one. Fmdmg from legal ad vice tho,t 
he was legally responsible for the money or 
order>', ::\Ir. Groom went to JVIr. ]\!fcintyre, 
bought back the orders, and ho,nded them over 
to the real Christian Schmaling. It seemed to 
him (Mr. Simpson) very strange that Mr. Groom 
should have taken so long in going to l\Ir. 
Mciutyre, and that when he did "0 how 
it was tht1t he suddenly seemed to b~ aware 
that the Christian Schmaling, for whom he 
bought back the land orclers at a loss, as he said 
himself, of £GO, was the real Christian Schmalina. 
He (:'lfr. Simpsou) thought he ought to ha~e 
taken that trouble at a very much earlier period. 
Mr. J\Iclntyre states~ 

11 On the ith June, 1875, ::\Ir. Groom ~10ld two land 
orders, Xos. 202-203, to me for the sum of £17 10s. 

l880~R 

ca,h. On the 2gth September following he came to my 
ofllce and bought them back for the smue sum, cash
telling ::\Ir. Duncan ::M:clntyre, my father, there was 
s;ome trouble over the matter, and therefore he wanted 
them back. Xo one was with :Mr. Groom. n 

It seemed a very strange proceeding on the part 
of a very clever man like Mr. Groom, and one 
that certainly left him open to slight suspicion 
if he acted in this way. If he had taken the 
real Christian Schmaling with him to have been 
identified by Mr. Mclntyre it would have been 
better, but he went secretly, and seemed to have 
been actuated by an idea that some trouble was 
brewing over this matter, and it was only when 
he came to that conclusion that he acted at all. 
He (:VIr. Simpson) was very sorry to draw these 
conclusions, but they were evident to his mind, 
anrl it was only fair to give the hon. member a 
good opportunity of clearing himself and showing 
that he was very much injured. The police, they 
would see in No. 29, denied any knowledge what
ever of the receipt. They never recollected to 
have seen it, and if it had been in existence they 
must have seen it. He would conclude by show
ing how very much this Christian Schmaling's 
sworn evidence disagreed with the statement of 
the senior member for Toowoomba. He swore 
that about a fortnight after making the applica
tion, or about the 26th April, 1875, he went to 
1\Ir. Groom and asked for the land orders, and 
Mr. Groom told him he had not received them. 
Then he said that he went three times afterwards 
and received the same reply. Here were four 
distinct occasions upon which Schmaling swore 
that he went to Mr. Groom and asked him for 
the land orders and always with the same reply. 
In June, 1875, he went again to Mr. Groom, and 
was told that a person calling himself ''Christian 
Schmaling" had asked for the land orders and 
got them. He (Mr. Simpson) could not help 
repeating that it seemed very strange that a man 
of Mr. Groom's intelligence should not know this 
individual who had called upon him on five 
distinct occasions, and he could not help thinking 
that if ::Yir. Groom did not know this man, then 
Christian Schmaling must have sworn very 
falsely. Schmaling says~ 

"About the end of September l\ir. Groom met n1e 
in t,he street and informed me my land orders were in 
his office, and were at my disposal; I then went there 
and got them from him, signing a paper at the same 
time; when I asked Mr. Groom to write for the land 
orders I saw and spoke to him in his office, and also 
'vhen I went there on three occasions he said he had 
not got thmn : I never told him to sell them or in any 
way dispose of them.'' 

So that there is a clear contradiction of Mr. 
Groom in saying that he asked him to sell them. 
In conclusion, he agreed with the commissioner 
who had the looking after of these papers. It 
seemed to him (11r. Simpson) that there was 
something wrong there, and he thought the 
police should have been put upon the trail of the 
matter a long time ago, and someone was to 
blame that it had not been done sooner. This 
thing had gone on from time to time, and even
tually the evidence was got out piecemeal~ 
when some portions of it had been lost, and the 
opportunity for an inquiry had passed; but he 
thought it would be a disgrace to allow those 
documents to remain upon the records of that 
House, mid no further notice be taken. 

Mr. GRIFFITH said he called out "not 
formal" to this motion, because he conceived 
there were certain rules which ought to govern 
a House of Parliament in the appointment of a 
select committee. Select committees ought not 
to be appointed to gratify the private grudge 
of members, but to purposes that would con
duce to the public interest. The hon. mem
ber ought surely to have given some reason 
why this select committee should be appointed 
to inquire into t1 matter which it appeared 
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had actually been inquired into a year ago 
by the Land Commissioner, whose re]Jort was 
to the effect that some further inquiry might 
have been made by the police. \Yas this 
House going to sit as a branch of the De
tective Department ? \V ere they to appoint 
committees whenever an officer said that there 
was something to be investigated in the nature 
of an offence ? Was this the kind of work to be 
performed by a Legislative Assembly? It would 
be better for the hon. gentleman, if he wanted 
really, as he said, to further the ends of justice, 
to communicate with the department he had 
mentioned. A select committee of the HOlme 
was not the proper means to make an investiga
tion such as that ; and he was quite certain that 
the hon. member could not find any precedent 
for a select committee being appointed for rtny 
such purposes as he had intimated in his own 
speech. The rest of his speech seemed to be an 
attack upon a political and personal enemy of 
his own--

Mr. SIMPSON; I object to the hon. member. 
He is not in order in imputing motives to me. 

Mr. GRIFFITH said he would repeat that the 
rest of the hon. member's speech seemed to be an 
attack upon a personal and political opponent of 
his own, and he would repeat that a select com
mittee was not the tribunal to try one member of 
the House because another had " grudge against 
him. It was degrttding to the House to ask for 
the appointment of a select committee to enable 
one man to gratify a grudge against another. 
Political institutions would be brought into con
tempt if they allowed their power to be made me 
of for any such purpose. The hon. member did 
not give any reason whatever for this in vestiga
tion. What advantage to the public would it be 
to investigate this matter after so long a lapse of 
time? Here was a thing twelve months old and 
no inquiry was instituted when the facts were 
freeh ; but when there was a little excitement in 
the political world the hon. member got up in his 
place and asked the House to appoint a select 
comwittee for the purpose of enabling one hon. 
member to blacken another's character. He 
(Mr. Griftith) did not know anything about the 
facts of the case : he had only read the 
pttpers cursorily, and had formed no O]Jinion 
upon them, nor would it be right to anti
cipate the decision of the committee suppos
ing one were formed ; but it was a very singular 
thing that this motion should httve been made. 
They were come to a very pretty pass indeed if, 
when politics were a little warm, members of the 
House who were not so particul::Lr about the way 
in which they exercised their powers rts others 
were, brought forward resolutions for the purpose 
suggested by the hon. member. \Vhat the con
c1nsion of such a select committee might be it 
was contrary to the privileges of the House to 
suggest, but it was a singular thing that the hon. 
member should want an investigation: he had no 
right to ask for one unless for a purpose bene
ficial to the colony. And what was the sort of 
investigation he asked for? He made an attack 
upon a member of the House who was a personal 
and political enemy of his own at the present 
time, and then he asked the House to appoint a 
committee, the majority of whom consisted of gen
tlemen of strong political antagonism to the gen
tleman upon whom the committee WtlS to sit. The 
result, of course, would be a foregone conclusion. 
vVhat the hon. member desired was, to be able to 
report and place upon the records of the House 
the condemnation of another member. That was 
the only object that could be attained by the 
committee. Some hon. members might not see ttn 
pbjection to that sort of thing, but he confeo,,ed 
he had had some experience of parlimnentary 
government in this ttnd other colonies for some 

years, and he !me! never hertrd of a select com
mittee be:.ng "I' !JOinted for anything of the kind. 
He had heard of a select committee appointed to 
inquire into the conduct of a member of Pm·lia
meut in circumstrtnce,; where the public interest" 
were concerned, but this was not one of th,•t 
kind. He judged from the hon. member'" 
speech that he harl a great objection to the 
member for Toowoornlm, and that he wrmtcd to 
appoint a select committee to be able to bring up 
et condemnatory report. How br 'Yrts party 
feeling going to carry hon. n1ernbers on the 
other side of the House? Of cmu.,e, this wa,; to 
be rt party question. The majority of the House 
was to appoint a select committee consisting of 
themselves, ctnd when the conclusion for which 
the hon. lllO\'er desired was atta.hwd it would 
be duly reported. He (Mr. Griffith) prote,ted 
against the whole thing. Xo reason }ut,d l1een 
given to justify the committee. There were the 
papers on the subject upon the table, ftncl the 
only result would be that the committee would 
read the papers and bring up its conclusion 
upon the1n. He rernemhered a co1nn1ittee once, 
in this House, ttttempting, instead of considering 
the matters referred to it, to villify other mem
bers ; but they did not gain much by it-they 
only wrote themselves down as persons who used 
the powers of the House to gratify their per
sonal animosity. No select committee, he re
peated, should be appointed, unle"' for the public 
gain, and there had been no pretence of showing 
that there was any excuse for the resolution now 
proposed. 

Mr. LU~lLEY HILL said he thought there 
was very good reason fur an inquiry into the 
matter. By the disclosures made the senior 
member for Toowoomba (:i\fr. Groom) lay under 
a very serious imputation. A more extraordinary 
ttddress than that delivered by the leader of the 
Opposition he had never heard. He coulrl not 
understand why, because the hon. member (:i\Ir. 
Groom) sat on the opposite side of the House, he 
should be a personal and politicttl enemy of hon. 
memlJerson this side. He (Mr. Hill) was politimclly 
opposed to hem. members opposite, hut there" ere 
some of them with whom. he sincerely trusted, he 
was not on terms of personal enmity, and if their 
character was called in question in any way he, 
for one, should be anxious to see it cleared. He 
did not allow his political opinions to carry him 
so far as to regard eYery individual on the oppo
site benches with direct persmml animo,;ity. 
Having declined to sit on the committee he 
was ftt liberty to express his opinion on the 
papers submitted, and he considered that the 
committee would be much to the public benefit; 
and he should be glad if the hon. member could 
clear himself from the imputations contained in 
the papers. Some of the disclosures were of ttn 
extraordinary nature. The latter part of No., 27 
struck him, in connection with other things he 
had heard, as particularly stmnge-namely, that 
the pretended Schrnitling could write while the 
real one could not. He should like very much 
to see the matter further investigated, and did 
not know whv it w11s not done before. The 
inr1uiry wa' qliite justifiable. As to its being a 
party question, that was the leader of the Oppo
sition's usual little game. \Vhat had the matter 
to do 'dth party 'I He did not suppose the 
JHinistry would put it to their followers in that 
light. ]'or his mYn part, he should vote on the 
question tts his conscience and judgment dictated. 

Mr. DICKSO="i said it would have been as 
well if the hon. member (~I1·. Simpson) had pre
viously consulter1 vvith the gentlernen nmninated 
to serve on the committee. He obserncl hi.q 
ru.tn1e anwngst the1n, and he wished to s~ty that 
he should distinctly decline to act. Being in 
that position he felt at )iberty to nmke a few 
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observations on the subject. From remarks 
made, it seemed that some hon. members had 
already arrived at a foregone conclusion upon it. 
The last speaker said the inquiry would serve to 
clear the character of a member of the House. 
As far as he (Mr. Dickson) had read the corres
pondence, he did not see that any suspicion 
rested on the charsccter of anv member in connec
tion with the matter. F<lr that reason the 
inc1uiry was unnecessary. If the hon. memher 
whose name appeared in the correspondence felt 
his character iu any way implicated it was his 
duty to invite an inquiry of this nature. The 
House had much more important business before 
it, and hon. members must have much leisure 
on their hand,; if they 'could afford to serve on a 
committee of that sort. The facts transpired 
several years ago, and 1\fr. Hume, after the in
quiry at Toowoomba, placed the matter very 
fairly in his report to the :Minister for Lamls. 
From what he knew of the case, he could not 
see that any injnry had accrued to the p11blic 
interest. There had been no loss to the 'rrea
sury, ttncl the land orders ultimately reached 
their proper destination. It was only where in
terests were involYed, as between a man and the 
public, where the intervention of the House was 
required in the shape of an inquiry by a select 
committee. :!'\othing had been disclosed to jns
tify the appointment of a committee for the pur
pose specified, and he declined to serve on the 
committee because his time could be more pro
fitably occupied in other matters calling for im
mediate attention. 

::\Ir. \Y:I<~LD-BLUKD:ELL said that at the 
beginning of the session an attack unparalleled in 
the history of any Parliament was made on the 
character of certain gentleinen, and a select cotn
mittee was appointed for the very purpose of 
clearing them, if possible, of the imputations 
n1ade againtit them. It \Vas Htrange, therefore, 
to hear members of the Opposition declaring 
again.ot the appointment of the committee now 
asked for. In the papers before them there was 
the strongest pos::iible evidence of a series of 
actions which, to say the least, were most 
questionable. He would not, however, pass 
judgtnent before seeing the report and evi
dence of the select committee, lest he should be 
following the course of the leader of the Oppo
sition, which was not only discreditable but 
worse. He had no wish to prejudge the case, 
hut would only ,,ay that the evidence contfLined 
in the papers was snfficient to IUake it absolutely 
necessary that the matter should be carefully 
considered by a select committee of the House. 
It was, indeed, imperative that the House should 
take it in hand. Wtts it likely that the hon. 
member (~Ir. Groom) would himself tak~ the 
iuitiath·e and ask for further evidence to crimi
nate himself? The hon. member would be a 
g1eat fool to do anything of the kind. Sorne 
very ugly rlisclosures had been nmde in which 
a rnernher of the House \Vas concerned, and it 
was incumbent upon the House to see that the 
matter was sifted to the bottom. If the hon. 
rnernl1er wtLS cleared, well and gootl ; hut it wouhl 
~urprise rnore than one hon. Hlernber if he did 
not corne out of it with a character rather worse, 
even, than it "\Vati at present. 

1\lr. DAVKL\POUT se~id he was .>orry the 
hon. member (Mr. l:limpson) httd not talked the 
matter over with him before bringing the motion 
forwanl, as he might have persuaclecl him to let 
those past matters lie in oblivion. He did not 
see the utility of the House gTLtnting an inquiry 
for such a purpose. X o public benefit was to be 
g·aiued Ly it, aml he was com·incPc1 that for the 
good of the country and the progress of public 
business it would be much better if those per
son,tl animosities were left outside the House. 

By the way they were going on, he felt that 
little by little they were gradually losing the re
spect of the constituencies. He should certainly 
vote against the motion. 

Mr. NORTON said that personally he had 
very little sympathy with any charges made 
directly or indirectly against hon. members, and 
he regretted that this matter had been brought 
forward at all. If action was to have been taken 
it would have been far better, as suggested by 
the leader of the Opposition, to have been taken 
through a detective officer. He never heard 
those charges made against hon. members with
out experiencing a feeling of shame that hon. 
members should feel it their duty to make them. 
At the same time, now that the motion had been 
brought forward and the charge made, it was 
perhaps desirable that a select committee should 
be appointed, and if the question came to a divi
sion he should vote in favour of it. He hoped 
with all his heart that the hon. member would 
be able to dea.r himself entirely from the stigma 
placed upon him by the motion having been 
brought forward and the correspondence pub
lished. He fully sympathised with the hon. 
member. 

The HoN .• T. DOUGLAS said thatat an earlier 
stage of the session they heard the words, "sleek 
hypocrisy" spoken by the hon. gentleman at the 
head of the Government. Certainly, they had 
heard a fine specimen of it to-night in the speech 
of the mover of the resolution (Mr. Simpson). 
He was n6t familiar with the circumstances of 
Christopher Schmaling's case further than that 
gained by cursorily perusing the papers some 
time ago; but according to the hem. member's 
own statement, it was, if anything at all, a crimi
nal charge-either that or nothing ; and, if so, it 
ought not to be pre-judged here, but carefully 
tried in the proper court for charges of that 
nature. He would go further, and say that if 
they were to pursue that sort of procedure 
against any member of the House, based upon such 
evidence, he should feel very much tempted to 
ask for a committee to inquire into certain land 
transactions with which the mover of the resolu
tion was connected-transactions which some hon. 
members thought of a very equivocal nature. 
There were equally as good grounds for an in
quiry in the one case as in the other. There 
were passn,ges in his own life, and no doubt of 
every other hon. member of the House, some of 
the details of which would hardly bear investiga
tion. Some of them had no dnubt run in un
branded stray cattle under circumstances which, 
when inquired in to, would not exactly redound 
to their credit. There was no need for hon. 
members to constitute themselYes into a com
mittee of espionage of that kind, and he hoped 
the motion would be indignantly rejected. 

Mr. GARRICK said there ought to be some 
fair ground for an inquiry of that kind. If they 
were to bring private matters within the sphere 
of a select committee, the whole of any hon. 
member's history might be raked up on some 
frivolous pretence and stet in judgment upon by 
hi,; politii'al enemies. Hon. members might say 
what thev pleased; but would any of them like 
to be jmtged by a body the majority of whom 
belongecl to the opposite side of the House? 
Would the decision of such a committee receive 
the approbation of the public? ·with regard to the 
chief representative institution in the world-the 
House of Commons-it had been declared by 
men aboYe suspicion, bv judges, and others en
titled to speak, that Oil the question of election 
petitions the decisions of the committee of even 
that angnst hody were not 1·eliable. Would 
any hon. member like to have a charge brought 
against him by a gentleman sitting opposite, and 
to be tried by a majority selected from the same 
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side? Apart from that, it wa• not fair to in
quire into matters of that kind. If an hon. 
member did anything inimical to the public in
terests, then he came within their juriodiction. 
But they had not charge of men's private charac
ters. They were there to protect the common
wealth. Did the hon. member (Mr. Simpson) 
see to what a length that sort of thing could 
be carried? The House might be turned into 
an inquisition, and become a place of public 
torture. The hon. member was, it was clear, a 
very strong political opponent of the gentleman 
whom he wished to place on his trial. He had 
recently read a speech by the hon. member in 
the Dalby He?Ytld, attracted to it by its length, 
and hoping to find in it something instructive or 
entertaining; but there was nothing in the 
speech except strong personal references to the 
hon. member (lVIr. Groom) and to the newspaper 
of which he was the editor. This motion was, 
without doubt, the outcome of personal feeling. 
During the opening speech the Minister for 
Lands plainly expre<sed his acquiescence in some 
of the remarks made, and he was very sorry to 
see it ; but it was certain that the Minister for 
Lands and the hon. member attacked were not 
friends. In a matter of the,t kind the Minister 
for Lands ought to have occupied perfectly neu
tral ground. The whole matter """" clearly out
side the jurisLliction of the House, ami if they 
began inquiries of that kind no one could preLlict 
where the end would he. 

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (:'.lr. Macros
san) said the hon. member (Mr. Douglas) had 
told them a little about "sleek hypocrisy," hut 
he had heard more of it to-night from the Oppo
sition side of the Hmme than at any other period 
of the session~indeed, hypocrisy was scarcely 
the word, and he might if he chose apply to it 
a much stronger and suitable name. To hear the 
hon. member (:Yir. Griffith) who, the first day 
the House met, charged members of the (iovern
ment with fraud and dishonesty, stand up 
and defend an hon. member even after papers 
had been produced in which there were circum
stances of grave suspicion, \Vas to hear a 1nost 
extraordinary species of hypocrisy. He did not 
intend to speak now of the Schmaling case, nut 
having seen the papers till this afternoon ; but, 
on looking them over cursorily, he saw enough 
to convince him that it was better for the accuseLl 
person himself that there should be an inquiry. 
The hon. member (::vir. Dickson) had seYeral 
times said during the debate on the foul charges 
of fraud and robbery, that :Ministers ought to be 
pleased to haYe an opportunity of clearing their 
characters from the remarks made out.side against 
them. On the same grounds the hon. member 
(Mr. Groom) ought also to be g-htd of a 
similar opportunity of clearing his character. 
He should be sorry to see that hon. mem
ber come out of the inquiry with hi;; char
acter blackened more than it was at pre
sent ;~he would far rather see him come out 
of it the other way. The motion was not made 
for political or personal rea,;ons, as intimated by 
the Opposition, but because the hon member 
(Mr. Simpson) believed it would be for the public 
good. Anybody reading the papers \Hntld at 
once ask himself, "vVould ::Vlr. Groom ever have 
been in poRsession of Sclnnaling':-; lancl orders 
had he not been a member of Parliament?" And 
the answer must be in the negative. If, as was 
said, this was a matter for detectives ami police, 
it was hon. gentlemen on the other sirle who 
should have instituted the proceedings, br•f-anse 
it was under thent that the Schrnaling case took 
place, and not under the present G overn!llent ; 
and when they remembered the expre"ions 
made use of privately by the hon. member 
(j\;lr. DoughtB) rega,rding the hon. nternber for 
Toowoomba--

~[r. DOUGLAS : \Vhat rloes the hon. gentle
man refer to'! 

The MIKISTER FOil WOHKS said the hon. 
gentlemc\Il wao too much in the habit of inter
rupting n1en1ber::; \vhile addressing the House. 
If he would have patience he would tell him 
what he said on a former occasion privately--

Mr. DO'C'GLAS : I object to that. The hon. 
gentleman has no business to say such a thing. 

The ;,-)PEAKEH : The hon. gentleman will 
ha Ye an opportunity of making a personal expl:.t
nation afterwards. 

The MINISTER FOH WORKS: When it 
was rumoured that the hon. member for Too
woomba was about to be nominated Chairman of 
Committees by the present Government, the 
hon. gentleman made it his business to go round 
Brisbane and ask~~ 

lVIr. DO'C'GLAS: I did not. I must give a 
direct contradiction to the statement now m;;,tle, 
which in1pugns rny personal honour. 

The MIKISTER FOR vVORKS : I can pro
duce the man who will say that you did. 

Mr. DOUGLAS: You cannot. 
The MIXISTEH :FOR WOHKS said he was 

trying to sheet home to the hon. gentleman some 
of the "sleek hypocrisy" of which he wa' continu
ally guilty in the House~the word should be even 
stronger. This discussion ought to RtanJ ~Ui a 
warning to rnernbers of Parlhunent, and prevent 
them from trafficking or dealing in any way with 
Crown lands in their capacity as members. Hon. 
members' could see what had resulted in Victoria 
from the practice of members of Padiament 
attending the Lnncls Office and using their in
fluence as members on behalf of their constitu
ent>; and others who employed them. The sooner 
n1e1n ben:> \V ere debarred frmn acting as land agents, 
or having any dealings through the Lands Office 
as members, the better it would be for the State. 
After all that had been said this evening-, it would 
be better for the hon. member (:Mr. Groom) him
self that the inquiry should take place. He 
(Mr. :i\Iacrossan) should vote for the motion, and 
at the same time, without hypocrisy, express "' 
hope that the hLm. member would come out clear, 
and be able to prove that the statements he had 
maLle in these papers were true to the very 
letter. 

Mr. O'SULLIVAN said he quite agreed with 
the Minhter for ·works that members of Parlia
ment should not be employed as land agent'. 
That practice had reached such a pitch of 
corruption in Kew South \Vale, that it had to 
be put down by a resolution of the House. He, 
however, very'rnuch doubted the assertion of the 
hon. member (:Yir. Simpson) that he had brought 
forward the motion for the public good; there 
was an undercurrent of virul<:nce and spite in 
the hon. member's speech that actually insulted 
him, and no doubt also insulted the House. At 
the present rate of going on there would be no 
member of P:ulicnnent directly who would not 
be reputed a rublJer, villain, scoundrel, ha.ngn1an, 
or something of the kind. He never lmlf lean1ed 
the villain he was until he became a member of 
the House. He was quite satisfied tlmt this 
motion had been broug-ht forward out of personal 
spite. He had not g'one into the merits of the 
case, but he regarded it hroadly as a priva.tf' 
personal tramaction with which the House had 
nothing to do. If there \nu; anything· \Yrong, 
the parties harl their remedy at law. If the hon. 
n1en1ber v anted to hold Up a looking-glass to 
reflect the blotches in the faces or clmracters of 
hon. members, it would be"" charitable procee<l
ing on hie part to hold it up first to his own. 
He (:\Ir. O'Sullivan) did not care what blotchee 
the hLm. member might find in others so long
as he had a clear conscience himself, but while 
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the hon. member was reading those papers he 
would have done well to consider whether he had 
clean fingers himself. \V as it not notorious that 
the hon. m em her had carried a copy of the Land Act 
about in his pocket in the same way as insolvents 
carried a copy of the Insolvency Act, and that 
he knew the clauses which enabled him to keep 
just within the letter of the law better than he 
knew the Lord's prayer-his copy was :;a much 
handled and thumbed about th>1t it got spoiled 
and he had to get another one. He was sorry 
that the hon. member for Clermont should httve 
finished his speech by stating· as his opinion that 
if a committee inquired into the case he should 
be greatly mistaken if the character of the hon. 
member did not come out blacker than it was at 
the present moment. He had not the slightest 
doubt about the committee ; but he o1jected to 
a personal enemy of the hon. member (:Mr. 
Groom) being the chairman of the committee. 
If the hon. member would allow some indepen
dent member to put a motion of this kind, 
and let the committee be appointed by ballot, 
he should have no objection; and he had 
no rloubt that the hon. member for Too
wuomba, so far from shrinking from the inquiry 
would court it. He (Mr. O'Sullivan) was as 
faithful to his party as any other hon. member, 
and his view was that if anyone didn't like him 
he could keep the other side of the street. He 
supported the present Government because there 
was a gulf between him ann the present Opposi
tion which he could not step over, and if at r.ny 
time he could not continue to support the Gov
ernment he should have to resign. It did not 
follow from that that he had any per;;onal enemy 
on the other side. There was no feeling of spite 
in his politics-he was old enough to be able to 
regard politics as a young lady regarded her gloves 
-to be put on and taken off as occasion required. 
He and the hon. member (JYir. Groom) had been 
political enemies for some two or three ye'<rs ; 
but he could not see a man unfairlv attacked 
without defending him. \Vhen two·· dogs were 
fig·hting he always liked to see the little one win. 
The hon. member did not appe:cr to have made 
out much ·of a case, though he had apparently 
studied it as carefully as he did that land at 
Dalby. He might as well tell the hon. member to 
his face tha,t he regarded him as a cle,"er man, 
hut a vindictive man. Perhaps when the ho11. 
member had been longer in the House he would 
get better, and he (Mr. O'Sullivan) hoped he 
woulcl not think any worse nf him for htwing 
told him his mind. He (:VIr. O'Sullivan) ancl 
the hon. rne1uher for Toowo<nnba had not spoken 
for twelve months, but he could not stand by and 
see the hon. member wronged. 

~.Ir. RUTLEDGE ''"id he felt his position to 
he one of considemble clelicacy, inasmuch as his 
na,me wa.~ on the con1rr1ittee. He ruight :-;ay, 
however, that when he consented to serve he had 
no idea of what the oub.iect-nmtter of the in ves
tigation was to be. lie was always willing to 
oblige an hon. member who had been kind 
enough to sit UJl'll1 a committee which he harl 
propot.>:d ; and therefore, as a matter of personal 
regard for the hon. member for Dalby, he had 
consented to sit on the committee. His re:~son 
for speaking now was to justify the 'ote which 
he :-;honld give if the n1otion went to a divi:-;ion. 
·with regard to the merits of the case he was 
perfectly impartial, not knowing anything of the 
particulars. Having g~1thered frmn the re1nn,rks 
which had been made that the object of the 
inquiry was to attach ROine stigrna to a rnernber 
of the l-Iouse, and having no intention of shirking 
the responsibility of investigating the matter, he 
shonl(l give a vote without stating any opinion as 
to the merits of the case, though he believer! thttt 
it was <juite probal1le that many of the circum, 
star:.ces apparently adverse to the hon. member 
for Toowoomba might appear in a much more 

favourable light than some hon. members seemed 
to anticipate. He had learned for the first time 
this afternoon that the matter referred to occurred 
five years ago, and affected the private action of 
a private member of the House, and he could 
not, although he was a member of the committee, 
refrain from voting against the course which was 
proposed to be adopted. He hoped the hon. 
member (Mr. Simpson) would think better, and 
take the excellent advice which had been tendered 
to him Ly the hon. member for Stanley. It was 
an unwise thing, tending to lower the Chamber in 
the e,;timation of the public outside, to endeavour 
to cast obloquy upon the character of a member, 
especially in his private capacity. A great deal 
had been said by the Minister for W arks with re
ference to what he described as charges of fraud 
and dishonesty levelled at the whole ofthe Govern
ment as a Government. He (Mr. Rutledge) dis
tinctly denied the truth of that statement; but 
even if it were true, hon. members would recognise 
the very broad distinction between acts of the 
Government in their public capacity and when 
dealing- with public money, and the acts of an 
indiviclualinmatters between himself and another. 
There was no parallel whatever between the 
two cased. As a member of the committee
hewing ]Jromised to sit-he felt himself rendered 
incapable of inquiring into the merits of the case 
at this stage ; but he should not be guilty of any 
indelicacy in voting against a motion which 
might establish a precedent for the appointment 
of select committees for such a purpose as that 
proposed on the present occasion. 

Mr. SI1IPSON said that this being his first 
committee he had fallen into the error of not 
asking- the proposed members of the committee 
to sit upon it and to go into the particulars of 
the case. It appeared that he ought to have 
asked their permission and told them all about 
it, though he should certainly never have 
thought of doing so. \Vith the permission of the 
House, he would alter the motion so that the 
committee would be appointed by ballot, and he 
would ask hon. members to leave his name off. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: That must 
be on. 

l\Ir. SIMPSON said he was sorry to hear it, but 
he should take care to only be a member pro fm·ma, 
and not sit. The leader of the Opposition had 
imputed to him (l'IIr. Simpson) improper motives, 
stating that his only object was to blacken the 
character of a personal and political enemy. He 
denied that statement, although perh,~ps it was 
very little use denying it as far as the hon. 
gentleman was concerned. At all events, the 
hon. gentleman should not have been the one to 
take that ground. Such strong language a~ that 
hon. m em her had used in condemnation of his 
political enemies had never been hearcl from him 
(:VIr. Simpson). The hon. gentleman said "that 
members of this House and of the Government 
shoul<l have made a contract in .connection with 
profit he regarded with horror. Conduct of this 
kind, even if beneficial to the interests of the 
colony, would have been a very grave scandal." 
\Vhatever, therefore, the hon. member might 
have to say about personal opponents, he should 
say nothing about the proper language to be used 
with regard to political opponents. The hon. 
gentleman not only imputed motives to the 
meml1ers of the Government, but also to members 
who were accustomed to sit on his own side of 
the House, saying that their conduct was in a 
political sense disreputable and dishonourable. 
The hon. gentleman had ther,-,fore no right to 
speak about political enmity, and as to personal 
enmity that was a matter between himself (:Yir. 
Simpson) and his conscience. It mattered very 
little to him what were the upiniond of the leader 
of the Oppo.,ition am! the htm. member for Stan
ley-they were welcome to theirs and he would 
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keep his. The junior member for Toowoomba 
gave a most extraordinary reason why the House 
should not move in the matter-namely, that it 
was better to let the matter lie in oblivion. He 
did not see why-one of the two men was inno
cent, and it was very hard that the innocent one 
should have to remain under that stigma. He 
had made no attack beyond reading sworn 
testimony, and there was not a word he had 
spoken could be taken as a strong personal attack 
against a political opponent. The hon. member 
for Maryborough had confessed that he had been 
a rogue himself-

Mr. DOUGLAS: I did nothing of the kind. 
Mr. SIMPSON : I call a cattle-duffer a rogue. 
Mr. DOUGLAS: I call dummiers rogues. 
Mr. SIMPSON said if the hon. member for 

Maryborough liked to say he was a cattle-duffer 
let it be so. As to the other matter he (Mr. 
Simpson) had not confessed to it, and was not 
likely to, as he had not committed the offence. 
The hon. member for Moreton said that in a 
speech he (Mr. Simpson) made at Dalby he 
attacked Mr. Groom--

Mr. GARRICK: I said the editor of the 
CMonicle. 

Mr. SIMPSON said he totally denied having 
attacked the editor of the CMomcle. He simply 
criticised letters from anonymous writers appear
ing in that paper, which he had a perfect right to 
do; and never made the slightest attack upon 
the editor of the paper either by imputation or 
otherwise. It showed to what lengths people 
would go when such things were raked up. The 
writers referred to told deliberate and known 
falsehoods about himself, and he would always 
expose such falsehoods when he found them. He 
would now leave the matter in the hands of the 
House, and if they decided that no committee 
was wanted he should acquiesce in the decision. 
He would therefore, with the permission of the 
House, make the alteration he had suggested in 
the motion, and move-

That a Select Committee of seven be appointed to in
quire into and report upon the circumstances connected 
with Christian Schmaling's Land Orders, as disclosed by 
the Correspondence laid before the House on the lQt,h 
July last. 

That such Committee be appointed by ballot, and have 
power to senct for persons and papers, and to sit during 
any adjournment of the House. 

The Hon. G. THORN suggested that the hon. 
member should withdraw his motion. He would 
ask the hon. member to ponder well that old 
saying-

" Qui fJestr·um imtnunis est a peccato, prirnus in eam 
jaciat lapidem." 

If he did not withdraw the motion, he would 
come to be very sorry for the course he had 
taken in the House to-day. 

Question, as amended, put, and the House 
divided:-

AYEs, 16. 
Messrs. A. H. Palmer, :J.icllwraith, :Jiacrossan, }Jerkins, 

Weld-Blundell, 1\i"m·ton, Hill, Stevens, Simpson, Feez, 
Morehead, Amhurst. Raynes, Cooper, Swanwick, and 
H. W. Palmer. 

.'iOES, 20. 
1\Iessrs. Garrick, Griflith, Dickson, :JicLean, Bear, 

Rutledge, :Meston, Bailey, Thompson, Davenport, Price, 
O'Sullivau, Beattie, Hendren, KateR-, Kingsford, Fraser, 
Thorn, Miles, and Douglas. 

Question, therefore, resolved in the negative. 

PRESS TELEGRAMS. 
Mr. JIIIESTOK, in moving-
rrhat, in the opinion of the Honse, the rates paid for 

the transmission of I)ress Telegrn.ms in Queensland 
should be assimilated to tl1osc of the other colonie~::.,-

said that he intended at first postponing the mo
tion, thinking that the Hou:.;e was not in n., good 
1mmour to deal with it; but subsequently had 

come to the conclusion that it was better to 
],ring it forward. It asked that the rates for 
Press telegrams should be the same as in the 
other colonies. At the present time the Press of 
the other colonies were obtaining intercolonial 
messages at the rate of 3s. per lOO words, whilst 
in this colony they had to pay at the rate of 8,"·, 
which was a material advantage on the side of the 
Press proprietors of the other colonies. It might be 
said that a considerable reduction in the receipts 
nf the 'l'elegraph Office would follow were the 
application agreed to; but so desirous were all 
newspapers in the colony to give their readers 
a fuller supply of telegraphic information, 
that he believed almost as much arlditional 
matter would pass through the 'J'elegraph Office 
as would make up the deficiency. He contended 
for a reduction of the rates on the ground of the 
immense advantage that would be confened upon 
the public by giving them an additional amount 
of telegraphic information. He was quite sure 
that if the reduction was made the public woulrl 
derive material advantage. He did not think 
the additional work that would be given 
would seriously affect the cost of the Telegraphic 
Department, and he believed hon. members 
would be able to see the benefit the public would 
derive. He did not wish to make a long speech, 
but would leave it to the good sense of the House 
to say whether the reduction should be made. 

The SPEAKER said that before he put the 
question he must point out that he had some 
clonbt as to hm'' far the motion conflicted with 
their Standing Orders. Seeing that it expressed 
the opinion that the charges for Press telegrams 
should be reduced, it might be held to be analagous 
to a motion for remission of duties payable to the 
Crown. He would put the question, bnt wmJld 
leave it to the House to further consider the 
point that he had raised. 

The COLONIAL SECHETARY said he in
tended taking the objection mentioned by the 
Speaker. The motion interfered in a direct man· 
ner with the tariff, an<l he would submit that it 
conld not be brought forward in the way it lmrl 
been. It would be the duty of the Government 
to oppose it. 

The SPEAKER said that, according to Stand
ing Order 202, no application should be made by 
n petition for any grant of public money, or for 
compounding any debts due to the Crown, or for 
the remission of duties payable by any pers<m, 
unless it be recommended by the Crown. He 
was inclined to think that the rates payable to 
the Telegraph and Postal Service were in the 
naoure of "duties payable by any person," and 
that as the motion virtually applied for a remis
sion of such duties it could not be put, not having 
been recommended by the Crown. 

Mr. G RIFFITH said he thought a distinction 
had been made between an abstract resolution 
affirming· the desirability of a certain course 
being pursued, but not con1mitting the conntry 
to it, and an ordinary resolution for the remis
sion of duty, or for a grant of money. He .re
membered that, in the year 1872, a resolutwn 
came from the l! pper House recommending that 
it was desirable that a survey should be made of 
a railway from \Varwick to Stanthorpe, and it 
was decided that it could not be put ; but on 
further consideration the Speaker came to a 
different conclusion, and a resolution was nw\'e( l 
that the motion should be restored to the paper, 
and it was considered and dealt with. 

::\1:r. THOMPSON said the rule appe:1red tn 
be to discourage these abstract resolutions, but 
there was nothing to pre,·ent them being put. 
"JVJ ay's Practice" said-

" Such resolution:-; have been allmvecl upon the prin
ciple that, not being otfcrctl. in a form h1 \Yhirh a vote 
of the IIon~e for granting money or impo~ing a hnrdcn 
eau be regularly agreed to, they are barren of results, 
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and are therefore to be regarded in the smne light as any 
other abstract resolntions : hut for that reason they are 
objedionable, and bcin~ aL-;o an eva:-:ion of wholesome 
rules they are dit:couragetl as much as possible." 

He did not 'hink the House could absolutely 
refuse to allow the resolution, but they could 
discourage it, as he imagined had been done by 
the Speaker's ruling. , 

The SPEAKER said the hon. member for 
North Brisbane had referred to cases of such 
abstract reHolutions having been previously put 
in the House, but he had i10t had time to loo)< 
up the authorities. There was no doubt t~at 1t 
was not desirable to encourage these resolutwns; 
but if the hem. member for Rosewood persisted 
in wishing the question to be put, he sho~1ld take 
the view of the hon. member for IpswiCh, and 
put it, looking on it as merely an abstract expres
sion of opinion. 

The COLONIAL SECRETAHY said that 
before the Speaker gave his decision he. wo~1ld 
refer him to the 18th section of the ConstitutiOn 
"~et, which provided-

" It shall not be lawful for the Legislative .Assembly 
to originate or lJfl.S~ nny vote, resolution.' or BHl, f~n· the 
appropriation of ~m:r part of the Rmfl Consolidated 
l{,eveune :Fund, or of any other tax or impost, to any pur
pose which ::~hall not have 11een recommended by n~essagc 
or the Governor to said LegiRlative A~"~embly d\U'lllg the 
f'cssion in 'vhicll such vote, resolution, or Bill shall be 
passed" 

He presnmed it would not be clispl:ted that the 
htriff of the telegraph office was an Impost. The 
motion interfered with it, and not having been 
recommended could not be put. 

The SPEAKEH s:tirl the resolution was an 
abstract one expressing the opinion that a reduc
tion of the rates charged for Press telegrams 
should be made, If the hon. member for Rose
\Vood was desirous of having the question put, he 
should decide, on the authority quoted by the hon. 
meml1er for Ipswich, that, being merely a_n 
ttlJstract expression of opinion of the House, 1t 
might be put. It would be, perhaps, well. for 
the hon. me m her for Hosewood to consider 
whether it would not serve his purpose to raise 
the di~cus:•;ion in a n1ore forrnal Inanner, as he 
could rlo when the Estimates for the Telegraph 
Departrnent can1e on for consideration. 

The CO!A)NIAL SECRRTARY said there 
was another way open to the hon. member, ttnd 
that w.1s to move that an address be presented to 
the Administrator of the Government asking him 
to recommend the reduction by message. 

l\Ir. JYfESTON said that all he desired was to 
ha..ve an expreRsion of opinion fro1n hon. n1en1~ 
bers as to whether it was desirable that the rates 
charged for transmission. o~ Press telegTams in 
this colony should be assimilated to those of the 
other colonieo. He did not wish to commit the 
Postmaster-General by his motion in any way. 

::\Ir. DA VE2'JPORT said that as the hon. 
member for llose"·ood had asked for an expres
sion of opinion on the desirability of assimilating 
the telegraph charges in this colony to those of 
the other colonies, he (:Yir, Davenport) must say 
that considering the statement made by the 
hon: member for Enoggera (Mr. Dickson) on the 
second day of the session, that there was at 
present a rieficiency in the postal and ~elegraph 
services of £120,000, he should certamly vote 
against the motion, He thought that if a,ny 
change was made the revenue frmn those t\vo 
seni~es oug·ht to be increased in the present 
unfavourable financial po,,ition of the colony. 

Mr. THOJU\ srtid that he would point out to 
the hon. member in charge of the motion that it 
would be better for him to adopt the course re
connnenrled by the hon. Colonial Secretary, and 
move that a lllOssage be brought down from the 
Admini.,trator of the Government. He would 

remind hon. members that there was an exces
sive length of telegraph line in this colony, and 
that in addition tothelosstothe department which 
would be incurred by a reduction in the rates, 
the increascrl business which it was said that re
duction would cause would entail doubling or 
trebling the staffs at the repeating stations, and 
thus involve an expense which was not justifiable 
at the present time. 

The PREMIER (Mr. Mcllwraith) thought 
the hem. member for Rosewood had not exactly 
worded his motion as he intended. The hon. 
member led the House to infer by the statis
tics he quoted that the Press in this colony 
paid Ss. per hundred words ; but the fact 
wa' that the Telegraph Department charged 
no more than 4s. for every hundred words, 
as the Prw,s enjoyed the privilege of getting 
their btminess done at one-half of that charged 
to the ordinary public. What the hon. member 
proposed mig·ht be very well in Victoria, where 
the telegraph lines were comparatively short and 
where the Government could afford to be very 
liberal ; but in this colony it was different. 
At the same time, the Telegraph Department 
had been very liberal to the Press-s~ liberal, 
in fact, that if the proposed reductwn w~s 
made they would, taking the length of their 
lines into consideration, be doing more than 
any other colony was doing. At present the de
partment was being worked at a loss, but if the 
hon. member had shown that by reducing the 
rates the business would be so increased as 
to protect the department from any loss of 
revenue, there was. no doubt that the present 
head of the Postal and Telegraph Department 
would be the first to give the proposition a 
favourable consideration. The Press was most 
liberally treated in this colony, as not only were 
their telegrams transmitted at half cost, but-and 
this was not done in any other part of the world
their papers were carried free of cost all over the 
colony. As a matter of simple expression of 
opinion of the House he was willing to let the 
matter "0 but the hon. member had not shown 
any rea~o~ \vhy greater privileges should be con
fen·ed on the Press than were enjoyed at the 
present time. As a fact, the t<;legraph charges 
in this colony were smaller than m any other part 
of the world · for instance, a Press message could 
be sent fro~ Brisbane to N ormanton for 4s. 2d. 
which in America would cost 16s. 

:Mr. G ROO::Yl said that although he did not ask 
for any reduction of the present rates, the sums 
at present paid for telegrams for newspapers were 
very large. First of all proprietors of papers 
had to subscribe to the Press Agency, and then 
perhaps a mes,age of 1,?00 _words or more 
might be sent to them wh1lst 1t was not every 
paper that coul? afford to f1:rnish the teleg_raphic 
information whiCh the public were so anxwus to 
get. Whilst he did not propose any reduction of 
the charges, there could be no ~oubt tl_ta;t if a 
reduction was made he should be m a pos1tlon, as 
the proprietor of a newspaper, to give a great 
deal more information. At the present rate 
charged for telegraph messages, unless a news
paper had a very large numJ:>er of adv!'r
tisements it would not pay 1t to fnrmsh 
its readers with messages of 500 or 1,000 
words whilst if the charge was reduced country 
newspapers could give their ~eaders ~ong te~e
graph reports of what was gomg on m Parlia
ment. At present there was, no doubt, a great 
deal of surplus matter sent to newspapers that 
might be very well dispensed with, but if the 
charaes were reduced that objection would not 
have" the same weight. It was not right, per
haps, to speak of the shop, but he believed that 
if the charges were reduced he ~hould }!e able 
to give more telegraph infonnatwn to lus sub-
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cribers. At present his account for telegrams 
amounted to £200 a year, and, although he did 
not begrudge it, it was nevertheless a large 
amount to pay. As an instance of what could be 
done with reduced charges, he would mention n cstse 
thnt occurred lately where the lVIelbourne A1·yus 
and Aye new~papers forwnrded to the Sydney 
Ecening News, the Sydney JJforning Herald, and 
the S01dh A 1<stmlian Re_giste1· a full report of 
the result of the polling for the general election, 
so that those papers were able to publish it the 
following morning. Supposing that had been 
wired to Brisbane the cost would have been some
thing enormous, as first there would have been 
the charges between lVIelbourne and Sydney, and 
then between New South \V ales and here. It 
was not surprising, therefore, that in the other 
colonies a much larger amount of information 
could be spread by means of the telegraph. In 
the present financial condition of the colony he 
did not think that any reduction was advisable, 
but at the same time he believed that any de
ficiency that would arise from a reduction would 
be more than made up by the extended telegrams 
that would be sent. 

Mr. DOUGLAS said there was a great deal 
of sense in what had fallen from the hon. mem
ber for Toowoomba. :For his part he did not 
feel disposed, in the present condition of the 
finances, to sacrifice any portion of the revenue, 
but if after examination into the matter by the 
experts of the Telegraph Department it was 
found that a reduction of charges would concluce 
to an increase of business, then it would be 
absolutely desirable to make the reductions, as 
the public would gain the benefit of additional 
information. He thought the mover of the reso
lution, especially after the expression of opinion 
by the hon. member who had just spoken, should 
leave the matter in the hands of the Govern
ment. He quite agreed with what hnd been 
said by the Premier about the immense dis
tances messages were sent in this colony at a 
very small cost, and he did not think there was 
any country where the charges were lower. The 
hon. member for Rosewood, having ventilated 
the question, might very well withdraw the 
motion, on the understanding that the Govern
ment would give the matter their consideration, 
and give the House some information when the 
Financial Statement was made. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said he 
should like to know whether the hon. member 
would withdraw his motion? He woulrl point 
out, in reply to the hon. member for Toowoomba, 
that newspaper proprietors could save n great 
deal of money by not publishing such a lot of 
useless telegrams. There was a great deal of 
rubbish dished up every morning in the shape of 
telegrams: they had heard, for example, a great 
deal lately of Mr. and Mrs. Greer being shot in 
Melbourne. What did people in Queensland 
care about Mr. and Mrs. Greer? \Vhy should 
they be asked to reduce the tariff in order to get 
more information of that kind, which did not 
concern them at all? He believed they would 
be treated to less of such rubbish if the tariff 
were increased. 

Mr. O'SULLIVAN said he would rather 
support a motion for incrensing the tariff, for 
what they lost in one way they would gain in 
another. With regard to the Telegraph Depart
ment being worked at a loss, he believed there 
were many useless offices throughout the country, 
and some of them might be done away with. 
He was satisfied that if the price were increased 
there would be fewer telegTams sent and the 
revenue would not be increased. He would 
instance the Sunday trains to show that the 
reduction of rates did not necessarily decrease 
the revenue. After the reduction o( fares the 

traffic increased until there was actually an 
increase of revenue. Perlmps after the expres
sion of opinion that had been given it would be 
well for the hon. member to withdraw the motion, 
now that he had gained his point. 

The l'REMIER s<'id the hon. men'lber who 
made the n1otion ought to give :-;ome explanation. 
He understood that the hon. member's object 
was to reduce the price of intercolonial telegrams. 
The House had been discussing quite another 
matter. 

Mr. MI,STON said the motion was probably 
rather arnbiguou::;. His object wn:;;:J that inter
colonial rates here should be assimilated to those 
of the other colonies. He wanted to obtain mes
sages from the other colonies at the same price 
at which the other colonies obtainell their mes
sages from each other. He quite concurred with 
what the Colonial Secretary said as to worthless 
telegrams; but when a newspaper proprietor re
ceived a telegram he had no alternative but to 
accept it, and, moreover, to pay for it. Proprie
tors vvere continually \vriting to their agents to 
be careful about sending;· so many worthless tele
grams, but still they c:tme. He did not think if 
the reduction were made there would be a falling 
off in the revenue; and newspapers would be able 
to supply three times the amount of telegraphic 
information to the public. The Postmaster-Gene
ral was in favour of a reduction; and his (l\Ir. Mes
ton's) object was to get an expression of opinion on 
the subject. He hoped the Postmaster-General 
would consider the advisability of the reduction, 
and see whether it could be made without deteri
oration to the revenue of the Telegraph Depart
ment. The Premier had referred to the low rate·~ 
for sending telegrams in the colony and to the 
carrying of papers free; but that was merely for 
the convenience of the public. If the Govern
ment charged for carrying the papers, proprietors 
would have to charge postage to their subscribers; 
so that the public would suffer and not the news
paper proprietors. He would now withdraw the 
motion, hoping it would receive the consideration 
of the Postmaster-General. 

Motion withdrawn accordingly. 

Q"LEENSLAND IRON. 

Mr. HENDREN moved-
'l'hat the House will, at its next sitting, resolYe it

self into a Committee of the -whole, to consider of an 
address to the Administrator of the Gm'ermnent, praying 
that Hi::; Excellency will be 11Ieased to cnn~e to be placed 
on the next Snpplementary Estimates l'lte smn of£5,000, 
a~ a bonus to be given to the 11erson or compa.n.r who 
will first prodnce 500 tons good marketable iron, smelted 
from ores raised in Queensland. said bonus to be pnid in the 
following manner, viz. :~£2,500 to be payed on the 111'0-
duetion of the first 250 tons of such iron, and the bal
ance (£2,500) to be pald on prod notion of the remaining 
250 tons of sneh iron, whether or not said quantitif<'' of 
iron be prodneed from one and tlle same mine, or hy 
dHfcreut parties from a ditfcmnt mine. 

It would be remembered that last 'cssion he 
placed on the business paper a motion similar to 
the one just read, "·hen there was a freediscnssion 
on the matter. That motion was brought for
ward in the month of ,Jnne, when the price of 
iron was very low. He (lVIr. Hendren) was com
plimenterl by hon. members on that occasion on 
having made out a good case ; but on account of 
the depressed state of the times and the concli
tion of the iron market he was persuaded to 
withdra\v his motion with a view to bringing it 
forward at a more judicious time. The Premier, 
in speaking on that occasion, admitted that the 
notion was a good one, and said that if the 
iron were not produced the money would not 
require to be paid ; but he said, ns n reason for 
not SU]JlJorting the motion, that he had that 
clay receiver! a telegram offering to supply 
the Queensland Government with steel rails 
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at £5 3". a-ton fur eight y0ar,. ::\latter~ were 
different now, and steel mib were worth £10 10". 
or £11 awton in England, and the bm1ns he :1~kecl 
for ;)00 tons of iron wa:.; nothing nwre than 
would have to be paid for tlmt qmtntity of steel 
in E11gland ; only the bonus '\V:lk' for iron, not 
steel. In West :Yioreton and oGher parts of the 
colony there was plenty of ironstone, plenty of 
coal and timber, and the production o£ iron was 
an indm;try worth encouraging iu its infancy, for 
it would settle and find work for numbe1·s of 
people where iron abounde<1. People in one part 
of the colony might produce one half the quantity 
and receive half the bonus; and other ]Jeople 
in another part of the colony might produce the 
other half, and receive the other half of the 
bonus. vVhen he introduced the motion last 
session he 1nade a very good ettRe out, in the 
course of which he quoted from an article on 
iron, and he n1ight as well refer again to that 
quotation, which was as follows:-

"It is evident that ::;omething must l)e done to atrm·d 
employment, if \VC hope to retain the population settled 
in the districts; and, without \Yishing to trench on the 
vexed question of Protection vers,us l~ree-trade, it may 
be asked whether the time has not arrived \V hen an 
effort should be made to develop the riches lying at our 
feet. 1\'e have, in ·west Moreton and el~e1vhcre, an 
apparently unlimited store at· iron-ore, coal, and lime, 
and, if we may take the opinion of expert.s, each is of 
excellent quality. 'rhy should we not smelt all the iron 
required in the colony? Inclced, the arguments in favour 
of' this scarcely require ::;t.atemcnt. A smelting cstab
Ushment would turn into wealth deposits of iron-ore 
which are now valueless. It \Yonld giYe employment, 
not onl~- to the men engaged in it, but to coal-mincJ·s, 
quarrJ men, and labourers; and the~e in tnrn, lJesides 
contributing their quota to the revemH\. would help to 
support the ha.kcr, the bu1Bher, the grocer, the draper, 
and, in fact. every industry in the colony. Such ·works 
have proved remunerative in Xmv South 1Vales at a 
considerable dist.a .. nce from the seaboard:" 

There was no use taking up the time of the 
House further in reading extracts, because hon. 
members knew perfectly well that the encourage· 
ment of the industry would probably be the 
means of utilising the ores which were at present 
lying useless. He would leave the motion in 
the hands of the Ho,Jse. 

The PREMIER said circumstances had altered 
since the hon. member brought forward his 
motion last session. He did not see what chance 
there was of the bonus being obtained by bring
ing iron-ore to the perfection required. If he 
thought the motion would have the effect of en· 
couraging and establishing the industry he would 
agree to it at once ; but he was perfectly satisfied 
that it would be inoperative, and if the £5,000 
were placed on the Supplementary Estimates 
the sum would not be claimed. He did not 
think the bonus too great to offer for the 
establishment of an industt-y of the kind 
if there was any probability of the money being 
claimed ; but there was not the slightest chance 
of anyone claiming the bonus. The hon. gentle
man had brought forward the motion in prettv 
much the same terms as last session, and he (th"e 
Premier) would give a reply similar to that 
which he gave on that occasion. He supposed 
all the hon. gentleman wanted was the expression 
of the opinion of the House as to the iron-smelt
ing industry in the colony. This, however, was not 
the proper tin1e for moving such a rnotion, which, 
even if carried, would have no practical effect, 
and, though he would not oppose it on division, 
he saw no likelihood that it would be practically 
useful. 

Mr. O'SULLIVAN said he thanked the hon. 
the Premier for the encouragement that he gave 
to the motion of the member for 13undanba with 
regard to the bonus for iron. The objection that 
the Premier raised amounted after all to nothing. 
It was not an objection, nor did he think it was 
intended to be one. The objection was that it 

"ao po·.,ihle that the vote might bpKe when put 
on the .E~tinw.tes, lJecu,u:se advautrtge could not 
l)e takeu of it within a year. Of course, if the 
thing "\Y<L.-3 alloY1·ed to go on it \Vould he in the 
hand,; of the people, and he was glad that such a 
:-:tatmnent vras 1n<1de, becau~e people ·would then 
1o10\V that if arl vantage '\Yas not taken of it 
within that time it would lap,.c. He thought it 
\\as well to give enconragmnent to those who ha.d 
money to spare, :so loug atJ they were not ex
trr~vat;<1nt. .:\~otwithstanding the depression of 
the ""lony there wtts some capital, and they 
\\ ~tnted ~on1e little bpeculation of tha,t kind; and 
the ohjectio:a 1nade hy the Prernicr was, in fact, 
giving tlw people authority to go on \Vith the 
matter at once. He hncl seen nwtiono of that 
kiud carried, and sums put on the Supplementary 
Estimates tlw.t did not Jap,c within a year, nor 
did he think that there woulcl be any necessity 
for this lapsing. SulJpotiing what ''Tas "Tanted 
was given in the ,,!Jape of land bonuses, what 
necessity would there be for it to lapse? The 
cotton bonuB that \Vas giYen in this colony son1e 
years ago w:ts the cauc,e of the great settlement 
in West ~\l oreton. rl,here \VU.s no settlernent 
worthy of the umne before that cotton bonus was 
given; am! land-and when he said "land" he 
nwant revenue-was not taken up in such quan. 
titie,; since the bonus was discontinued ; so that 
they had now lost far more than they had gained. 
There were a great many people out of employ. 
n1ent at the present time, and this eucoura.gernent 
would keep many of them from leaving the 
colony. It was pnssible that it might be objected 
to this motion that it would be a failure- that 
is, that parties \Yho enlisted in a speculation 
of this kind would fail ; but enn granting, for 
the sake of argument, that they would fail, 
it would not be a failure for the colony
it 'i.vould give;;'a.n irnrnense deal of ernployrnent, 
and keep the people in the colony. 'The hon. 
memlJer for Toowoomba once obtained a bonus 
for a cotton factory. On the strength of that 
bonus a facto~y was established in Ipswich, and 
it had kept a great deal of money in the colonv 
and given a great deal of employment. At the 
time that this factory was started the under
stnmling by the Act wae, that when there were 
a certain number of yards manufactured they 
were to get 1,000 acres of land. The factory 
had been in operation for two or three years, 
and after manufacturing some thousands and 
thousands of yards of cloth and blankets they 
had never got a shilling or an acre of land yet. 
vVould it not be fair to a.'k Ministers, at the 
present time, for any reason why this factory 
had not got a bonus? 

The PEE:MI:ER : They have got it. 
::\Ir. O'Sl!LLIV AK understood that they had 

applied for land at Allora, and they did not 
get it. 

The MI::'\ISTER FOR LANDS: Because 
they were not entitled to it. 

J\Ir. O'Sl!LLIV AN said he might tell the 
Minister for Lands that that company had great 
struggles and \Vere crippled in their resources for 
\rant of money. .Many of the persons who had 
been supporting it had been very enthusiastic 
and patriotic, and had actually spent money nut 
of pocket to keep the thing going. He wanted 
to know how it was that they could not get the 
land that they wanted? He was glad that the 
opportunity had occurred to him of bringing this 
matter before the House. 

The ::\1INISTER FOR LANDS said that 
the Ipswich vVoollen Company had within the 
past week been informed that 1,000 acres of 
land in the neighbourhood of Dalby, which 
they selected, had been granted. 

Mr. O'SULLIVAN said he was very glad to 
hea.r it, but it would have been a good deal in the 
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pockets of those enterpl-i><ing proprietors if they 
could have had the land they requested at Allora. 
Hewa' happy to say the factoryw:1S going on well, 
and the proprietors were not so much in debt as 
they expected they would be. If they were 
allowed to use this land as they wished, he was 
snre thev would soon be out of debt. From the 
view the Premier took of the motion, he was 
satisfied that he did not oppo:;e its spirit ; but in 
con1lllittee, of course, sou1e a.lterations vvould 
have to be tna.tle, bccaui::ie, according tn the ter1ns 
of it at JJI'8Heut, the ore n1ight be sent to I\ ew 
South vVales or anywhere elsre. lf the Premier 
would allow the motion to go into committee 
they could soon amend it there, and, he was per
fectly satisfied, it would he a beneficial motion to 
the country at larg·e. 

The HoN. J. DOT;GLAS s:cirl it would he 
a gmnd thing indeed if they succeeded in eotab
lishing a umnufactory of iron in Queensland, as 
he lute! no doubt they would rlo, some clay. There 
were localities in the colony where there was 
abundance of iron ore in close proximity to coal, 
and those were the conditions under which iron 
could be produced to advantage. He was afraid 
that the production of this in<lustry re<Juired an 
amount of cr~pital which could scarcely be sup
poser! to lJe available at the pre,;ent time. He 
would be very glad indeed to ,;ee it, but the 
an1ount n1entionecl in the rmmlntion was, he 
fe:1re<1, hardly suilicient to induce men able to 
hack such an enterprise to come forward with the 
funds nece,sary to commeuce it ; still, he did not 
see why they could not do something in that 
direction, anrl he should support the spirit 
of the resolution and give hi,; vote for going 
into conuuittee upon it. There \Vas sonle
thing, of course, against the mere fact of placing 
£5,000 upon the Estimates, because, even al
though it might not be claimed at the end of the 
year, it went to swell the account. It might be 
possible, however, to paso a resolution author
ising the Governn1ent to offer a, reward, and, if 
the conditions could be complied with, it would 
follow as a necessary consequence that the vote 
would be placed upon the Bupplementary :Esti
mates for the next year if it was applied for. 
No inconvenience would arise frmn th~ fact, 
therefore, that it was placed upon the Supple
mentary Estimatco of this year. There were 
several places in the colony at present where 
there was admirable iron ore in close proximity 
to coal, as he had stated ; and the mere fact of 
offering a reward might direct some personR to 
begin to develop this indmtry. 1t was pretty 
well known that the home market of 1'\ ew South 
\V ales was now being supplied from its 
native resourc0''• and he hoped that the time 
might come before long when Queensland 
would be able to clo the same thing. There 
was nothing unreasonable in that view, and 
they would 1Je showing a wise discretion 
by offering them a considerable reward. 'rhis 
was the sn.fest way of encouraging our local 
industries; they knew exa,ctly what they spent ; 
they did not commit themselves to an indefinite 
amount in the form of a protection tariff; and 
for those re<1sons he was of opinion they ought to 
encourage native industries by sonte such plan as 
these proposed bonuses. If the hon. member 
proposed this motion he "~ould support it, aml in 
the belief that they would in committee devise 
some form in which they might pledge them
selves to the principle \vithout increasing the 
Estimates. 

The COLOKIAL SECRETAitY said the 
hon. member would very likely, by-and-bye, 
say that the same reasons would apply to 
the motion of his own further down the p01per, 
in which he pror""ecl a bon11s of £ii,OOO for the 
establiRhn1ent of ~t nutnufactory for curing lnwon. 
He (Mr. Palmer) presumed that if the present 

motion went into committee, the member for 
:Maryborough would claim the right to himself to 
i11.sic,t that his proposition was of equal value. 
The objection that he had to this, however, was 
that they would be encumbering the Estimates 
with <1n amount of money not likely to be 
wanted during the year. From what he had 
heard he wns not sure that New South \V ales 
might be <JUcted as an example. He had an idea 
that with elery facility there-with iron ore, 
with coal in immediate contiguity, with lime 
within reaso·table distance-at the Fit,roy Iron
works they had never been able to produce 
iron at a price to compete with that at which it 
could be irn ported. 'rhe amount of capital re
quired to turn out fiOO tons of iron wa• some
thing much greater than the hon. member seemed 
to suppose, for it could not he clone, as was once 
suggested in the Inatter of :-:mgar, by smelting it 
iu iron pots. The capital which \Voul<l be re
quired to procure the plant to smelt 500 tons of 
inm would be out of all proportion to the 
amount mentioned. It was therefore utterly 
u.,eless, as even if they had the ore, and coal, and 
lime in propinquity in Queensland, smelters 
would not come for a bonus of £5,000-such a sum 
would be a mere bagatelle. As a matter of prin
ciple he objected to allowing motions of this sort 
to go into committee, because he hacl ah\ ays 
noticed when the House agreed tn let any 
question of the kind get there the mover 
of the motion thought he had a right to 
press it through, and if it did not go through 
he considered himself deeply injured. For 
himself, he would rather have met the <JUes
tion with a direct veto, hut the feeling of the 
House seemed to be that they might go into 
committee on it. The Premier had said he had 
no wish to divide upon the question, so that any
thing he (~lr. htlmer) might say in the way of 
\Yarning and protest against the uselessneAs of a 
motion which would lead to no tangible benefit 
was of no purpose whatever. As it \nts, the 
Estimates would be en cum loerecl with this sum, 
and other persons would be encourager! to bring 
forward useless motions. If they had this £!1, 000 
granted as a l1onu;.;; for iron~ and £5,000 granted 
for the curing of bacon-which, after all, would 
probably be the curing of a !Jig to send to son1e 
exhibition in a remote part of the worlrl-why 
should they not have a bonus of £5,000 for frozen 
meat'? In fact, if the motion were passed there 
\vould be twenty others of a similar kind, all 
specimens of impracticable and utterly useless 
legiHlati<HL 

Mr. AHCHER said that if this motion went 
to a division he should oppose it on the gTounds 
indicated by the hon. member for JYiaryborough
namely, that the industry concerned was one that 
required an enonnous c~Lpital; and as this coun
try could not find the enormous capit<1l for such 

purpose, the motion was, to say the lea,,t, pre
mature. It would be a real loss to the country 
if capital was invested at the present time in 
the production of iron, for people could not, he 
1Jeliend, make" profitable speculation of it. In 
that case, the capital invested was a direct 
loss to the country, because if it had not been 
employed in such a channel it might have been 
devoted to some u;,Bful purpose. It was no use 
in ,aying that it could be made remunerath·e. 
Any country which had to pay 10 per cent. for 
its money, and g·ive good security even then to 
the banks, g'we proof that the capital was not 
sufficient for the requirements of the country. 
It was only in densely populated countries like 
England, where capital accumulated in •nch 
amounts that you coul<l get it for 3 and 4 per 
cent., that people went into speculations of this 
kiiHl; and if people had to borrow money and 
take it from the small fund already existing, tlmt 
money would be taken from useful channels and 
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put into channels, such as in X ew South \V n,les, for 
instn.nce, had proved to he oppoHite to prosperouR. 
Besides, n,s the Colonial Secretary lm•l pointc<l 
out, what was £ii,OOO for the e:;tn,bliohmeut 
of an iron factory? It was a mere drop in the 
bucket. It was pel'fectly cmeless to attempt to 
e'tablish an iron factor" for £5,000, or for 
£50,000, Lecaur<e manufacturers \l·ould have to 
cmnpete \\·ith tlhm(lvanbtg·es :such as dearne::;s of 
labour, and they woul<l have to employ the best 
machinery aml applia11ces they could procure. 
He protested, therefore, '';.;";' • •t the withdrm• a! 
of capital for o.ny unprofitaulc speculation of this 
kind. J\Ioney lud no value unless it reproduced 
itself, and if it ,_,-as withdrawn for the purposes 
of unprofitaLle speculation it was not the owner 
of the money only who lost, but the entire 
country. He should therefore be oLli;;ed, if the 
1notion went to a di \+-:;ion, to vote against it, and 
if it p:tssed throug-h committee he hoped no 
poor silly man ,,,ould be temptecl hy the offer of 
£5,000 to go into the nut.nufa,cture of iron. 

J\Tr. GHOOJ\i saicl if they dicl not make a 
commencement in the establishment of local 
industries in the c ,]ouy he <lid not know where 
the pojmbtion would ;:;·et employmei1t in Queens
land. A motion of thb kind should commend 
itself, not only to members of the House, but to 
the public at large outsitle. He had always him
self taken a ·wann iutere"':lt in the offering of 
bonuses for the est<tbli.shment of native industries, 
and he \\ '" g-lacl to sec tlutt the \Y oollen Factory 
of Ipswich was likely to become a permanent in
dustry in the colony, and t<> · i ,-e employment, as 
it had clone, to person~ \Yho \j uuld not other\vise 
find it. He was snrvrised to hear the speech of 
the hon. mcmher for Blackall, hecau,i• he had 
1-'0lne re1uerllhrauce that when he hhnself intro
duced tL nwtion for a, lJOnus for v.~oollen factories 
the hon. memlJer g-aYe his support. The hon. 
member seemecl to think that, so far as 
capital \vas cmJCP~'ned, an inducmnent should not 
l1o offeree! to in n•,t in industries of the kind. 
But was that a sound arg·ument? If they had not 
imposed :1 protective tlnty of £~ per ton on 
wgar wonlcl that inclLmtry be in the profitable 
position which it was now~-so profitable that not 
only enultl Queensland supply herself, lmt could 
export £200,000 worth of suga,r per auuurn? 
'I'here rnight be son1e force in the grgun1ent of 
the Colonial Secretary that it wm; 110 use to en
cnmher the I'~stimates with funds which would 
lapse, hut they might apply to this motion the 
8rvn1e principle a.:; \VfLS applied to the nwtion re
f'pecting rust in vi'"heat, respecting which the 
legis]atnre confinnecl the desirableness of offer
ing a rew:1rrl, on the condition that the a1nount 
would not be placed on the Estimate< until the 
parties themselve,; were in a position to claim it. 
In that case it would be offerer!, and the Esti
m>ttes would not be burdened, and the Treasurer 
wonld not be hampered. Believing it w"s neces
srtt•y to offer every possible inducement for the 
establishment of natiYe industries, he shoultl sup
port the motion. The Colonial Secretary referred 
to the Fitzroy Ironworks, but, on the other hand, 
he (J\fr. Gmom)might mention theLithgowworks, 
which, as far as he knew, had praYed a success. 
Similar things could l1e done in some of the 
rnonn-:,ain reces'""es of Queensland. Son1e thne 
a.go a sarnple o£ iron ore, fonn<l on the Niain 
Hauge, 'sa.~ :-;ent to J~ngland for analy~:ds, and a 
nw:-:t frtYonrnble report \Y<-1t':l Hent ont :tH to the per
centage of metal it contained. If they did not 
begin to estalJ]ish industries of thnt kind, he 
biled to see how they were to give permanent 
employment to the popnlntion. They must look 
to the vaf't nmltbers of children at school, as well 
as to the ndults, nncl then the important question 
stared them in the face~how were thev to find 
employment for them? Of cnur.se, they could not 
all be employed on the ironworks, but to establish 

ironworks would be one of the first steps in a 
right direction. \Vith that view he would move 
the following mueudment,~That all the words 
nfter "that " be omitted, with a view of insert
ing the following :~ 

The House 1vill, at its next sitting, re>~.olve itself into 
~~,g{~~~~~~~e~_of the \~~hole to consider the following 

1. That thi:;; IIon:::c recognises the importance of estab
li1'lhing local industries. 

~. That this House will offer the sum of £5,000 aH a 
nonus to he given to the llersol! or company who will 
til'"t produce 500 tons good marketable iron, smelted 
i'rorn ores raised in Queensland, said Bonus to be paid in 
t h0 following man nor, viz. :-£2,500 to be paid on the 
production of the first 250 tons of such iron, and the 
balance (£2,500) to be paid on lll'Ocluction of the re
rn:Lining ~50 tons of such iron, whether or not said 
quantities of iron he produced from one and the same 
mine, or by different parties from a cUfferent miue. 

3. That an adclrc:;;s be presented to the Administrator 
of the Government, praying His Excellency to issue a 
proclamation offering the foregoing reward. 

There could be no harm in passing a resolution 
of that kind. He was sorry to hear the hon. 
member (Mr. Archer) say they would be induc
ing persons to invest capital in the colony at a 
loss. ·with the amount of accumulated capital 
in England at present, he felt confident that 
money would easily be forthcoming to open iron 
mines and works in the colony. What would 
the prosperous iron trade of England have been 
had people been deterred from speculation 
thmugh fear of losing their capital? There was 
an abundance of iron, particularly in the northern 
districts, and as there was plenty of coal as well 
there was no reason why the industry should 
not be permanently established as soon as it 
could get a fair start. It was the duty 
of the House to recognise the importance 
of e:;tablishing industries, especially in order 
to give employment to the rising generation. 

Mr. O'SULLIV AN" said he was glad to see 
the amendment put, because it met all the ob
jections raised by the Colonial Secretary. The 
bonus might be offered in the same way as that 
for the cure of rust in wheat. From the weight 
attached to the words of the htm. member (Mr. 
Archer) he feared that the remarks made by him 
nlight frighten people from going into any specu
lation of the kind. The hon. member stated 
that payable iron-works could not be started 
without an outlay of £50,000 or £100,000. \Vith
out wishing- any disrespect to the hon. gentle
man, he (Mr. O'Sullivan) did not believe it. 
There was a man in Ipswich, a blacksmith 
by trade, a clever and energetic man, who 
was actually s1nelting iron out of his earnings 
gained at his own trade. That man, Mr. Shillito, 
had supplied the Corporation with iron pipes made 
in his own little backyard. Every requisite for the 
industry was to he found in the immediate vici
nity of Ipswich~mountains of lime, mountains 
of coal, and mountains of iron ; and he had 
often heard the late :Nir. O'Reilly say that an at
tempt at smelting might be made with a capi
tal of a very few pounds. It discouraged specu
lation to say that the works would cost from 
£fi0,000 to £100,000. The hon. member's idea of 
investment of capital was, also, not his idea. 
C"pital had been drawn away from various in
vestments in the colony, and put into hanks 
where it was allowed to accumulate at compound 
interest. The consequence was that there was no 
speculation going on in the country. A capitalist 
who left his money in a bank was not a good colo· 
nist. Supposing a man with a capital of £5,000 or 
£10,000 started in an affair of this sort, and at 
the end of five or ten years found that he had 
made very little profit, yet it had been profitable 
tu those working under him and to the country 
by the increased consumption of dutiable goods, 
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~tnd the >':laving of in11uigration Ly keeping the 
people in the colony. On the other hand, the 
man who invested his money in a bank <lid no 
good to anybody but himself. He hoped tl1e re
solution, as ameniled, would pass : and if next 
year there \vas a '' citonewalling" 1natch to take 
place, the letterH of those competing for the bonus 
-as those about rust in wheat-would make 
half a day's good reading for the hon. member 
for Maryborough. 

l\Ir. :MESTON said he voted last year for the 
nwtion, and should vote for it again, believing 
that the establishment of iron manufactories 
would be compatible with the resources of the 
colony. They had an unlimited supply of coal, 
iron, and lime. He was not one of those who 
believed that bonuses would have the effect of 
permanently establishing an industry, and he 
had no recollection of anything of· the kind 
having ever been done. True, the Ip;nvich 
Woollen Factory had been started by the encou
ragement given to it by a bonus of money 
and land ; but the most successful encourage
ment afforded to that industry would have 
been the imposition of a duty on im
ported woollens. They might encourage the 
manufacture of iron by offering a bonus, but 
it would be utterly impossible to esbblish it suc
cessfully unless there was a protective duty on 
imported iron. Without protection they would 
find themselves in the same position as the early 
American iron manufacturers did. That manu
facture flourished during the protection caused 
by the civil war. After it was withdrawn the 
British iron manufacturer", in order to recover 
their old monopoly, rushed in their iron at a less 
price than it cost them ; and they succeeded. 
Great Britain would always look to her colonies 
as the natural market for her manufactures. If 
they succeeded in starting manufactures here by 
bonuses only, without protective duties, they 
would have the British manufacturers sendin~; in 
their iron at less than cost, as they did 
in America, and with precisely the s:1me result. 
He should vote for the bonus as a preliminary to 
the establishment of the iron manufactory : the 
protective duty would be a matter for·subsequent 
considgration. 

Mr. THOMPSON said he hn,d always sup
ported the motion, n,nd intended to do so :1g:1in. 
It was (juite true that the old and expensive 
method of iron smelting involved an expenditure 
of something like £100,000; but cheaper methods 
had been substituted, which were admimbly 
adapted to the colony. Materials of all kinds 
were abundant, and they could not do wrong by 
affording the industry the encouragement sought. 
The object of an encouragement of this sort was 
not to set an industry permanently upon its legs, 
but to induce some person to try the experiment 
on condition that the country should bear a share 
of the first expense. In a new country the Gov
ernment must necessarily go outside its ordinary 
functions to give encouragement to such enter
prises, and thereby assist in the development of 
the resources of the country. '!.'here was no 
principle violated or wrong done by such an 
action, and it would be a very good thing indeed 
for the colony if an iron industry coulcl be started 
on the terms proposed. 

Mr. KINGSFORD said there seemed to be 
some little contradiction in the views of hon. 
members who had spoken. According to the 
terms of the motion the iron was to be smelted 
first and the bonus given afterwards, but se> era! 
hon. members had spoken as though the iron 
industry was to be started by the bonus. The 
plan did not appear to him to be suited to the 
purpose, as the bonus would only be a crutch to 
prop the manufacturer up for a time and eventu
ally cripple him. The better plan would be to 

wait until smne entm1H·i,.;ing indi vidu:1l can1e for~ 
w:1rd and then find the necessary capital for him, 
clwxging· hin1 interest and securing the Inoney by 
means of a mortgage. The Native Industry 
Act, which had been abolished about three 
years ago through the <tction of the Colonial 
Secretary, did very little good whilst it was 
in operation, and he was convinced now 
that if the principle of giving bonuses was 
approved it would only have the effect of ex
posing the country to no end of demands for 
bonuses for all :;orts of boguses. 'l'he Govern
ment should always retain a certain amount of 
control over outlay of that kind. 

Mr. }'RASER said it was his intention to 
support the motion. He regarded that mode of 
encouraging ne\v industrie8 as the best and 
soundest one that this colony could adopt. Hon. 
member~; would bear in mind that the motion 
only contempbted the payment of a bonus when 
certain results had been attained. The hon. 
member for Blackall said that only countries 
where capital was to be had at 3 or 4 per cent. 
should encourage persons to enter into specu
lations of this kind ; but, he would remind that 
hon. member that if England had remained 
inactive until capital had become so plentiful as 
that low rate of interest indicated, she would never 
have attained her present position. VVith regard to 
the large figure which the hon. member con
sidered necessary to initiate an inchmtry of this 
sort, the same remark would have applied equally 
well to the woollen indu~;try which had been 
recently commenced. Anyone cmwersant with 
the manufacturing trade in Lancashire and Y ark
shire knew that nothing short of £100,000 to 
£150,000 wa,; of any use in starting a manufactory 
there; and yet, with something like one-fifth of 
that amount, the well-known manufactory at 
Ipswich had been started with every prospect 
of being, when the works were a little further 
extended, a splendid success. That was done 
without protection, and with only the stimu
lus of a bonus in prospect ; and it was not 
the only industry which had been so estab
lished. The sugar industry was a complete 
success, and yet the protection in that case was 
of a very trivial kind. A bonu,; was given to the 
first man who introduced it, and though the 
result was not satisfactory to the individual, an 
important industry was started. Sq•posing the 
colony \Vere to Hncceed in producing rnanu~ 
factured iron, it was not at all prolmble that the 
:English mmmfacturers would rush their iron 
into our market at a loss to themselves. If they 
att,.mpted such a thing they would not continue 
it long. It was far more likely that ~;ome of 
those experienced iron manufacturers with a 
superabundance of capital in England would 
come out to the colony and engage in the further 
development of the indu ;try themselves. 

Mr. HENDHEK said he thanked the Colonial 
Treasurer for the manner in which he had ex
pressed his view' on the rrmtter, and also other hon. 
members who had spoken. He wa~; particularly 
grateful to the hon. member for Toowoomba for 
the amendment \Yhich he had sagaciously sug
gested, and he glaclly accepted it. The remarks of 
the hem. member for South Brisbane (Mr. Kings
ford) reminded him of the old story he was 
taught in his childhood about Ishmnel, whose 
"hand '* ~Ls against every rnan, and every n1an's 
hand against hin1." r_rhiti was not a rneasure of 
protection, as the hon. rnernber for llosewood 
seemed to think, but only a measure to encourage 
the production of that which was to be obtained 
from our own soil. The amount offered (£5,000) 
\va;:; not sufficient to encourage any rnan of large 
or moderately large capital to incur the necessary 
first expenses simply for the purpose of getting 
the bonus; but it inight induce capitalists to 
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start an industry which, once established, would 
pay for all time and do good permanently to the 
colony. 

The amendment was agreed to, and the ques
tion, as amended, put and passed. 

CASE OF SAMUEL LEWIS. 
:VIr. HENDREN moved-

That the Conespondence and P;1pPr~. laid on the 
table f•f thi.s House on the 27th h1stant lly the Colonial 
Secretary, having reference to the disrattng of one 
Samuel Lmvi:-., and his removnl from Woogaroo Asylum 
to Sandy Gallop, be printed. 

He brought this motion forward because he 
understood there was a great desire on the part 
of members of the House ancl of the public to 
know the decision of the select committee ap
pointed to inquire into the vVoogaroo Asylum, 
and to see the evidence taken by the committPe. 
If what was reporte<l was true, there must be 
an infernally bad lot of people insicle of the Asy
lum, or else an extremely bad lot outside of or 
close to it. He wanted to get to the bottom of 
the matter. He was not therx! to support the 
man Lewis : if any blame was attacha,ble to him 
let him bear it ; bnt he liked to see fair play, and 
to have the public satisfied. If no injustice had 
been done the publication of tbe correspondence 
would give Ratisfaction to the puLlic. The print
ing of the papers would not cost even as much as 
,-vas incurred for the correspondence regarding a 
cure for rust in wheat, and ·would give n1ore 
satisfaction in a certain direction. 

The COLO:'{IAI. SECHETAEY said he felt 
it his duty to oppose the motion. , The con·es
pondence had Leen laid upon the table, <tml any 
1nernber \vho \Vas anxious to see it could do so. 
It was about as useless a lot of correspondence as 
he had ever looked at. It was voluminous and 
of no public interest, and its printing would cost 
a lot of n1oney, and it \Vould, moreover, only 
cumber "Votes and Proceedings." He stretched a 
point to produce it, but thought the hon. member 
intended founding a motion upon it. He had no 
objection to the correspondence going before the 
Printing Committee ; if after looking through 
it they decided to print it they might do so, but 
he would be no party to it being printed. 

Mr. O'SULLIVAN said it would be almost 
impossible for him to let the motion, small as it 
might seem in the eyes of the Colonial Secretary, 
pass without saying something, bec<tuse he be
lieved that he had been unfortunately the cause 
of the man Lewis being unfairly used. He 
might at once say that the disrating of the man 
had sprung from the inquiry into the vVoogaroo 
Asylum. He had shrunk from having anything 
to do with the calling of the correspondence, and 
the hon. mover would becu- him out that he had 
asked for it without his (Mr. O'Sullivan's) know
ledge or conRent. He shrank frmn having any~ 
thing to do with it, iu mercy to the man. The man 
was a servant, and while carrying out the inquiry 
under the Board it became his (Mr. O'Sullivan's) 
duty to have bim examined. He had never seen 
him until the clay of the examination, and cli<l not 
even know of his existence until then. Lewis 
gave what he believed to be very true evidence, 
and very damaging evidence, which would be 
found in the report of the select committee. 
He believe<! that tbe man was di8ratecl through 
the evidence tha,t he gave against Dr. Stnith, 
the Surgeon-8uperintendent of VVooga.roo. Lewis 
was forced into giving tbat evidence-he did not 
volunteer it. He C:\Ir. O'Sullivan) examined 
him, and the weight of conducting the exami
nation fell upon him. He might mention that 
he knew very well before the inquiry came on 
that he would have to examine some of the 
employes in the Asylum, and he thought-it 
was only natural, he supposed, that he should-

that if any damaging evidence \Vas given against 
Dr. Smith by any of the employes the doctor 
could do as he liked with them afterwards, they 
being under his thumb. He was not sufficiently 
acqnaintecl with the doctor to arrive at the 
conclusion that he would be above stooping 
to take revenge upon any of his ~ubordinates, 
who gave con~cientious evidence, and he accord
ingly demanded from the Colonial Secretary 
protection for any witnesses that he might have 
to call out of the Asylum. That protection was 
freely given by the hon. gentleman. The evi
dence given by the man brought some matters 
before the Board which were not expected, and 
it was disagreeable both to him (:VIr. O'Sullivau) 
and the Board, because another party was impli
cated whose name he did not wish to come before 
the public. It appeared that from the day the 
n1an gave his testimony he could do nothi11g 
right, although he was previously the be:;t of 
servants. He acquired his position by competi
tive examination : but he was hurled out of it, 
am! was stwceeded by a man who, he believed, 
could scarcely read or write, and who was put 
into the position without competition. 'l'be man 
Lewis was a very respectable person, and held 
excellent testimonials. The ostensible reason 
for disrating him was that he had been guilty of 
some irregularity on the railway eight or nine 
years ago. The unfortunate doctor, he be
lieved, never stopped dogging the Colonial Secre
tary until he got his permission to disrate the 
man ; an cl, through being disrated, Lewis had 
lost in salary and had abo been deprived of hi, 
house, which was worth £25 a-year to him-alto
gether, he had lost £50 a-year, which was a lot 
to a man with a family. Outside influence 
w'w brought to bear from another colony on 
the doctor to do this. The Colonial Secretary 
did not know this, but, if ever the subject of 
the vV ongaoo inquiry came before the House, 
he (J\Ir. O'Sullivan) should expose it. The 
man felt t: ~<tt he had been improperly and un
fairly used, but of course to one in his position 
there was very little remedy, particularly if his 
superior was against him. The grievance that 
he had was that protection was promised to his 
witnesses by the Colonial Secretary, and he 
maintained the hon. gentleman had no right to 
let the doctor meddle with the man. Had it not 
been for the promise he should not have gone on 
witb the inquiry. He would acknowledge that 
if a servant was blunt, honest, and gave his evi
dence in a manly way, he would injure himself 
and his family, and it was certain this man had 
injure,[ himself through having done so. But 
this was holding out no encouragement to public 
servants to be honest and outspoken; it was 
mther encourag-ing the hypocrite, the rogue, and 
the vagabond. 17 nfortunately the doctor was 
one of those who thought well of the man who 
would "soap " him down, touch his hat to him, 
and perhaps put his tongue out behind his 
Lack, but the man who tolcl the truth 
boldly was nobody in his estimation. The 
man felt annoyecl, and that he had Leen 
improperly used, and he demanded an inquiry, 
which the hon. Colonial Secretary granted, and 
lHr. Pinnock and Captain Townley were ap
pointed to hold the inquiry. The result of that 
in'[uir.l", notwithstanding the man's testimonials 
and the character he had held previously, 
ammmted to this-that he had been guilty of 
what J'\Ir. Statham Lowe called "an irregu
larity ; " or, in other \Vords, of looking into 
documents. It was the evidence and documents 
connected with that inquiry which the hon. 
member for Bundanba wished to have printed, 
and there was no use having them laid on the 
table unless they were printed. He held that, 
although the man was a servant, he had some sort 
of "' right, and although he was a poor man, 
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he ought not to be deprived of the right of 
having the documents printed, so as to let the 
country see what had really happened. The 
man's chamcter had been blackened by his being 
disratecl, and his character was lLll he had to 
depend on. As a warder at Sandy Gallop he 
did not know the day he might be kicked out, 
and then it would be thought by the pulJlic that 
he lH<d been guilty of some great crime. The 
printing of the papers would not cost a great 
deal, and therefore he hoped the hon. Colonial 
Secretary would allow the motion to pa,.;s. He 
did not for one single moment question the right 
of that hon. gentleman to deal as he liked with 
the servants in his department, lJut he thought 
the hon. gentleman would conf,.,,., that he (JI.Ir. 
O'Sullivan) had not over-coloure<l the circum
stances of the ea<·?. It was not his intantion at 
the present time to handle the management of 
the Board of Inquiry that was appointed to 
inquire into the IV oogaroo Asylum. He did not 
blame the hon. gentleman for anything that ha< I 
taken place in connection with that Board, as he 
was not in the colony at the time, nor was the 
dark cloud that hung over the proceecling·s of 
that Bo11rd the work of the hon. gentleman--it 
was the work of the then Unrler Colonial Secre
tary, who was a creature of the ::lurgeon-Super
intendent. He promised, when the Prees of the 
colony broke out on him after the report of the 
Board was printed, to stop the torrent of al1nse 
that was being heaped upon him, and in a letter 
that he wrote he asked the public to suspend 
their judgment until Parliament met, when he 
would be prepared to substantiate everything he 
had said. That time had not yet come, and he 
did not want to go into the matter that evening, 
nor would he. The work of conducting the 
inquiry had been thrown on his shoulders after n 
very long and heavy session of Parliament. He 
was thrown into it without payment and at the 
sacrifice of his own business, and all the consola
tion he received in the way of payment was abuse 
from the Press of the colony, He went into the 
matter; and, long as he had been a member of 
that House, the \Voogaroo inquiry gave hin1 a 
lesson he would never forget. He made some 
charges in the House not from any personal feel
ing, but from complaints that were made to him 
outside of the House, and he believed he was the 
onlv member of the House who was ever called 
upon to prove outside of the House charges 
which he had made inside of it, and he claimed 
his privilege of reply-he claimed the privileges 
that belonged to him as a member of ParLtment. 
The hon. member for Hosewood had made a 
charge of srnuggling against the Governor of the 
colony, but had not been called upon to prove it 
outside of the House, and he (Mr. O'Sullivan), 
after his twenty years' experience as a member, 
was sorry enough to have accepted the job of 
proving an impossibility. All he could say was 
that some of the members of the Board that 
was appointed would get his particular care 
before the sesssion closed. He would openly 
assert that he would be able to prove to 
the House every charge that he had made 
against Dr. Smith. He would go no further 
now, but would take it as a g-reat favour if the 
hon. Colonial Secretary would allow the papers 
to be printed for the sake of the unfortunate man, 
who had to get his living and support a family 
He had no personal feeling in the matter. He 
had supported the hon. gentleman ever since he 
had been a member of Parliament, for he he
lieved there was a sort of similarity between their 
Irish tempers-although, of coi:1rse, the hon. 
gentleman was his superior-that would always 
draw them together. The hon. gentleman "-onld 
piteh into "man, but was like the Irishman \vho 
after hitting a man with a stick gave him money 
to Lny a plaster, He wished the hon. gentleman 

to understand that what had been done to 
Lewis was a personal insult to himself, as 
when the hon. gentlen1~tn pron1ised hhn pro
tection for the witnesses he exrunined he onght 
to h:.we given it. At the same time he would 
adn1it thnt, after the evidence giYen l1y Lewis at 
the inquiry, that witnecs and the doctor could 
not ha,ve lived at the smne place together. The 
shifting of the man to Sandy Gallop \vas in 
itself nothing·, but the reduction of his wages wa:; 
a most serious matter. He was satisfied it would 
have been better for the man if the rmpers had 
not come before the House, as he \nts sme that 
in tl1e course of a little tilue the good nature of 
tl;e Colonial Secretary would come back to him 
and the man \nmlclnot be allowetl to suffer for 
having given truthful evidence before the Board. 
He could assure the htm. gentleman that the 
man personally had nothing whatever to tlo \Vith 
the papers lJeing brought ftn·warLl, but Vv'US sorry 
that they had heen laid on the tnble, as he was 
well aware that in these hard times it was better 
to be disrated than to be dismissed altogether. 
He mentioned that, as it might be thought 
that the hon. member for Bnndanbte had ]Jeen 
}H'ulupted to bring the !natter for'\rard. '; 

The COLO::\'JAL S.ECHETAHY said that bv 
way of a JI.Iinisterial explanation he was bouncl 
to say a few words, The htm. member for Stan
ley had stated the case very fairly and truly, 
but had made one mistake in saying that the 
nmn was reduced and put back to his ol'iginal 
rank in consequence of the evidence he gave 
before the Board. It wtts nothing of the sort ; 
the nut.n was originally a t;n'tnler, ~tnd was next 
en11)Ioyecl a.s a clerk until smne consi_derable 
time afterwards, when Dr. Smith discovered 
that he had been found reading letters at 
the H1Lilway Offices at Toowoornba that he had 
no right t~) rend, and eanlC to the conclusion 
that tmch a man ,hould not be employed as a 
clerk. On tha,t ground he was pnt back as a 
warder, and on no other. Had the doctor got 
him disratcd for the reawns stated by the hon. 
member he (the Colonial Secretary) would have 
made it hot for him. The man was extremely 
insolent to Dr. Smith, ami he suspended him; an 
inquiry was held, and the man had l1een very 
justly and properly punished. The doctor did 
not dismiss him. After the appeal made by the 
hon. member, he had no objection to hrwe the 
printing of the paper~ left to the Printing Com
mittee. 

The SPEAKER, in reply to a remark from 
the h<m. memLer for Stanley, sai<l it was not the 
practice of the Printing Committee to deal witlt 
matters of that kind. 

Question put and passed. 

SELECT COJ\BIITTEES. 
Mr. DOUGLAS said the motion standing in 

his rm1ne purported to give expres~i(1n to the 
opinion of the H onse in connection with the 
practice of select con11nittees. He \nt:-~ HOlllf>

what doubtful whether the motion as it stood 
was exactly in ttecordance \vith the privileges of 
gelect committees; but he made use of the termo 
of the motion simply to rabe the question, and 
was in no way anxious to e1nlmrrass the action of 
corrn11ittees, or place any restraint on then1 incon
siRtent with their P'"ition as indepenclent bodies 
of inquirv. He was anxious to t!mw attention to 
the usu8:ges of I>arliament in connection with 
the subject. The question had arisen out of the 
consideration of the petition of :\Ir. Hemma11t, 
which was lately referred to the investigation of 
a select con,mittee. Application wa8 made by 
Rome gentleman cmmecte<l with the Press for 
leave to be present at the examination of the 
witnes~:;es. The Select Connnittee having con~ 
Hulted, exercised the rights they possessed under 
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the Stctnding Orders, and came to the de
cision that they would not admit the public. 
That w''" unquestionably within the rights 
of the Committee. He now callr J rtttenti"n 
to the mat~er, not for the puqJose of ql{es
tioning that right, but to draw attention to 
wluct he understood to he the usage of Parlia
ment rather than to the law as embodierl in the 
Standing Orders. Public utility also pointed to 
the acln1ission of stranger.-.; iu an inquiry insti~ 
tut ~d Lefore a committee of t!u1t kind. All in
quiries now-a-days which were not for 1')0lne good 
rea.:wn constituted a8 r::;ecret inquiries were better 
conducte<l in the full light of clay. The Precs 
were admitted to the deliberations of the As
semLly, except when they please<l to impose some 
restra,int, \Vhich was very rarely indeed ; and it 
\Vas for the ad vantage of tho::;e '':hmn the:~? 88l'Yad 
that all they said or did should be known ttwl 
appreciated. Similttrly, the ttction of committe,·., 
ought to be placed on something like the sttme 
footing; but, as a matter of fact, their practice 
had been rather to make the proceeding,; of com
mittees secret-at any rate, during the time an 
investigation took place. Tl1:lt, he thought, harl 
had not a little to do with the fact that the 
investigation of select con11nittt.'es had not been 
looked upon with any very grc1.,t iutere~t. 
People were not inclined to \Vade through a 
lengthy collection of evidence \\'hen it vvas eru
boriied in a blue-book ; but throy would be more 
likely to tttke interest in investigations if they 
were entitled to do so through the ttgency of the 
Press. During the time he was in office, whc·n 
any con1n1issions \Yere appointed by (}overlnnent, 
he always endettmured to give publicity );v 
inviting the Press: on the occasion of tnJd11g· 
evidence, for it was only through the agency of 
the Press that the full benefits of such an in
vestigation conla be n1ade available to the pnbli~:, 
and it ,,~ould be wise for con1n1ittees to exerci:--e 
their discretion in the matter. He did not "'i,h 
to hnpugn their discretion, but \voulcl point to 
the fact that it was certainlv within the fun<> 
tions of committees to ttdmit" the public. Thd 
\Va.~ recogubed by the Hom-:le of Conuncm..;, 
though it had not hitherto been the practice in 
the colony ; and it Vi~::ts quite in accorda,nce ~ .. :it h 
the principles of their parlimnentary pr<>CeLLlings 
that, while they reserved to themselves the ri,;·ht 
a.t any thr1e to eject 8traug-ers frmn their proceed
ings and make them privttte, still as a matter ,,f 
pmctice and utility it had been found bett.,r 
thnt the public should have free access, so far ;cs 
that acce'" could be uhtained in accordance with 
the convenience of the building and the rooms in 
which they assembled. \Yith regttrcl to the re
cognised procedure in the Imperial I'arliament, 
he found in the last eclition of ":\lay" the follow
ing paragr~ph :-

1' When a select committee oi' the I-Ionse of r~ords arc 
c¥:aminiug witneMse~. f'trangers are nuely allowed to l)C 
lJl'e.-.;ent : hut in the Couunout::, the prc:Sence of :·traugers 
iS generall~T permiitetl. Their exelnsio11, IIOWf\'er, may 
be ordered at auy time, awl continueU a.-:; l•n1g as the 
committee nuty 1 hink fit. ·when tllc.Y are dehberati.ng, 
it b the invariable vractice to exclude all stranger", in 
order that the connnittee may be exposed to no interrup
tion or restraint." 
That pr<"lctice held good in spite of the standing 
orders of the House of Corn1non:-:, which \\'el·e 

silnilar to thot\e under which they were governed. 
~~ nder thm;e standing orders .':ltraugers were 
prohibited, and an injunction piaced upon any 
person publishing the proceedings connected v.·ith 
selectcounnittees. KeYert;heles~'·) it wa~ not the less 
"fact thttt investigations before the select c,nn
mittees of the House of Common"> were attended 
by the public. There there wet·e com·enieuc··'S 
"·hich were not posse:;secl in Queellslaml. He had 
hirn~elf been present on seYeral occasion~ :1t these 
investigations, ·which were attended by a large 
number of persons, ;1nd were r1uite as open as 

the proceedings of the law courts, or any in vesti
gatiun of "' similar kind. It would not be ques
tioned that the proceeclings of select committees of 
the H u-; i~e of Cnnunons rnight be and often were 
conducted in the presence of the public, and 
there could be no doubt whatever that such 
committees retained to themselves the right of at 
any time signifying their wish either to delihe
ra.te in pri\-J..te, or for [tny good reason, not 
necessarily ex})lained, but existing, to secure the 
absence of strangers. He woulclttlso point to the 
usttge of the House of Commons ttt the present 
tilne in connection '\vith the pre8ence of stranger::;, 
And he inmg-ined the 1n·actice of select com
mittees W<'S exrtctly that of the House itself : 
their privileges were the same, and the usages 
of 1 he House to a great extent >tppertained to 
thL' u.-:J..gc~ of select con1mittees. LTnquestion~ 
ably, from Yery ancient times, the House 
reserved to itself the right of ejecting strangers. 
At page 249 of "::VI ay" he found-

" By the standing orders of the Commons, the Ser
geant-at-Arms is directed,-

" ' From time to time to take into his custod""V anv 
str:mg-er or ~trangers that he shall see, or \vho nlay lJe 
reported to him to be, iu any part of the House or 
gallery ap11ropriated to tlie members of this House, and 
also any strangm· who, havin~ heen admitted into any 
other ll::.rt of tllc Ilonf:.e or gallery, shall misconduct 
himself, or shall not ·withdraw wlwn strangers· are 
directed to withdravi', \Yhilo the IIons;e, or any com
mittee of the whole House, is ~itting; nnd that no 
vcrson so . taken into cnRtody bn di.R~hargeU out of 
custocl.\· without the SlJecial order of the Hon~e.' An(l 
it is also ordered, ''I' hat no member ol' th:s House do 
prr"ume to hriug any stranger into any ]Hnt oi' the 
liont':e or gallery approvriated to the members of this 
Hou~c, while the Hon~e, or a committee of the whole 
Honf'c, is sitting.' " 

In the history of parliamentary usage there were 
nmny interesting mtttters which he did not pro
pose to refer to now. Suffice it to say, those 
nsages had been perpetuated \Yherever represen~ 
iati,·e aHemblies had l1eeu cm,stituted, either in 
the colonies or in .::.\.1nerica. I1 1 Congress and in 
the Senate Yery much the Bame procedure ob
binerl. In many of the Rtate legislatures of 
the lT nited States prnYisi( m \V:1~ n1ade for their 
proceeding~ taking phtce in public ; in other 
legi:-;ln,t11res there was no such provision; but 
their usage ''as pretty much that of the House of 
Commons. The Senate of the Fnited States for 
a long tirne held its sessions in "'ecret conclaYe. 
That was clone n,way with, and it wtts only when 
the Senate was exercising its executive functions 
tlmt it sat in secret. Tts public sittiugs had only 
taken place of late years. That was the position 
of deliberative assemblies in the United States. 
There had lately been some changes with refer· 
ence tu the presence of strangers in the House of 
Commons. He would read what "May" sttid 
on the subject:-

"And in compliance with the general orders of the 
IIou!'e, t1w Sergeant has aecordingly taken strangers into 
cnstody who have come irregularly into the House, or 
ha Ye miscoud11ctcd themscl; es there. According to 
ancient usage, the exclu-.ion of strangers could at any 
time he enforced without an or(ler of the House; for, 
on a member tal\ing notice of' their presence, the Speaker 
was ohliged to order them to withdraw with011t pntting 
a question. X or did the recognition of their presence, 
b~· tlH~ Standing Onlcrs of 184•3, superr<ede the ancient 
n -a~~(~. which was founded upon the principle of 
their cutin~ exr>lu~ion. On the lStb )Iay, 1849, a mem
lJer to0l.:. U>Jt.ice that stranger~ were prP,eut who were 
onlcrod to withdraw. The doors were aeco: dingly 
.closed for upwards of 1 wo h .urs anll no report of the 
t.he debates d11ring that time appeared in the news
lJaPers. Strauger~ \Yore re-admitted without any order 
or the S}Jeal\:er. And again, on the 8th .rune, in the 
same year, strnngcrs were ordered to withdra\L The 
revival or this Pxccpiionalpraetice led to the appoint
ment of a eoml!littee, whieh unanimously declared 
ngaiw;t au~· alteration of the rules of t.hc ITonse. It 
was not nntil tlle ~;1rd ).Jay, 1870, that strangt~r~ were 
ag-ain ordered to withdraw, in order to nvoid publicity 
lleing giveu to a.. debate uyon the Contagions Di::~eases 
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Act. This led to further discussion ; but. t.he House 
still adhered to the old rnlc of exclusion, whieh was 
ngain enforced on the lBth :Jlarch, 1872. 

11 At length, however, the extnmw ineon-reniellCC of 
such a rule forced it;;:cll' upon the scrion::; attention o1' 
the House, nnfl on the 3, st May, 1875, it wa.~ re~o1vcd :
• That if at any other sittings of the Hon~c. or in eoru
mittee, any member ~hall take notice that straugcrs are 
present, .Dlr. ~peaker, or the Chairman (a·, tlle cn~:c may 
be), shall forth\Yith 1mt the llHCt;tion that stranger~ be 
ordered to withdraw, \Yithout permittirJg any de1Jatc or 
amenduieut: l 1rm·idet1 that ~1r. ::-lpcakcr. or the Chairman, 
may, whenevPr he U1ink~ tit. order tlle witlH'l.rawal of 
stranger~ from any part of the Hou~e.' 

11 This resolution 'vas not made a standing order; but 
on the 3rd ::\larch, ] 87ti, wl1fm notiee was taken of 
the presence of st1·anger~. )Ir. Hl>t\'tkcr, ill:--tead of 
directiug them to '\Vithdraw, 1mt the que~.tion iu pur
suance of the rm;olution. Oa :J1mH1aY, the tltb, he 
called the attention of the llonsc to t'his proeceftil1g, 
and exvlainell tl11tt he llftd considered llhn~elt' 1Jon11d to 
follO\v the 1n·aetiee prc~rrihecl lJy that rc-;olulion rmtil 
otherw~se instructed h,r that Hon~~; lmt he thonght it 
proper to give the House an opportHuity of i'nrthcr 
declaring its })lll'i.JO;';C, anll determiuiu~ whether that 
resolution should be permanent. A;..:ain, 011 tl1e lOth 
,July in the :same ~·etu·, notiee being ta1{>_m that ::;Lraugers 
were preseut, f.lr. S11eaker l'cmiuded the Hon'"e of the 
resolution of tlle 3l~t :,InY, 1"375. and ~tnted that he 
had on n prHvious o~ca:-h)n during the pre . ...:cnt. ~e:-<sion 
explained that he con::.idcred himselt' lJonnd to t'ollO\v 
the practice Jn·e~cribed lJy t11at reslllntion until 
otherwise in~trne1·l·d bY tlte Ilun~e ; and that a~ 
no such instrne.tiou lta(l ,,iuce hccn giYcn. !lC ·~!;onld 
proceed to put the qnr,,.tiou, in pnr;mancc of that re~o
lut.ion. And on the 1~tll A1n·il, 1878, during a debate 
UlJOU the mm·dcr or the l~arl of Leitriw, notice being 
taken that strangers wmo ]Jrcscnt, )lr. S!JCaker 11ut the 
question for Uteir withdl'awal, which was atnnnt-<1 lJy a. 
large majority. And, again, the same eoursc WtM pur
sued op the 22nd ~1ny in the sarne y0ar; 1Jn1, tts 110 
second teller could he t'onwl for tllc motion, the :-lpeaker 
declared that tbe X O( ~ had it. H Jmlst he obscrYed, 
hmvever, that nn order for tlte witllclrawnl of stranger_., 
does not extend to the lad.ie~· gallerY, 1vhieh i~ not sup
posed to be \Yithin the House. I.itdh:''' can therefore 
only be iuformed of tl1c subject of dtlm1e, and left to 
wit.hdra"\v or not at their own discretion." 

That being the latest modern precedents CiS to 
the \Yithdra1val of ~tru.ngcr,_, fro1n the House of 
Commons, he had to submit that in dealing "·ith 
the subject of the withdrawal of strangers from 
the House of Assemblv, or from a select cmn
mittee, they should be guided by the k:Lme prin
ciples as were embodied in the prece<lents. Just 
before leaving this subject he would refer to a 
curious cmnrnentarv on the matter he hacl con1e 
upon on that subjeCt in "Hatsell's Prncee(1i11g·~ of 
the House of Commons," in which there occuned 
these quaint remarks-

" When a memher in his plnec talws notice to tlw 
Speaker of strangers being in tlw lloH"'e or gallery. it i~ 
the ~pcakcr's duty immediately to onler the Berge:u:.t to 
execute the orders of the H~~n.-;e, an cl to ele·ir tlie II·m~:-o 
of all except members, and this, 'vithont permittiug any 
clebate f'l' qup1•Lion to lJe moYed np0n the c:xccntiun of 
the order. It very ~eldom happens that this can he done 
'vithont a Yioleut strugg-le from some (lnartcr ot' the 
Houf'e, that Btrangers may rclllaiu: .:\J eluberi' oftcnmoYe 
fort he order to 1)e read, enc1eayourto explain it anrl debate 
upon it, n.nd the Uon~e as ofteu rnns into great heats 
upon this ~ml~jcet, hnt in a short time tl1B confusion 
subside~, and the dispnte ends 1)y clearing- tl1e House; 
for, it' one member in:-:;tsts upon it, tl:c ~-peakPr mn4 
enforce the order, and tl1e JI011Se llllbt he cieare<l.'' 

If any one member imisted upon it the House 
must adhere to the rule. In connection with 
this there ,,~rns this an1using note-

'1 In 'Grey's Debate~.· Yol. ITI., p. 222, i;': the fol
lowing eutr_\'-' SOlllB ladies were in i he gallrry lWPping 
OYer the gentlemen'-" ~lwnhler;.;. The t:-:}Jealwr Sl>ying 
them ralled out, 'vnmt borongh do these ladle~ .:;crYe 
for r' To wllicb f--ir ·wHliam Coventry retllied. 'They 
serYe for the ~peal~: er's Chamber.' .Sir Thoma~ Little
ton ~aid. 'Perhaps the Hpealwr 1nay mistake tbetn for 
gentlemen with line sleeves. dressed like ladie-;.' Says 
the :Speaker, ' I am r::.nre I ,:;.aw pettiC'oats.' This was on 
the lst .Tune. ]ii7.J. aud ~lJ01vs that though they were at 
that time admitted into the House of Lords, it was nol 
customary for ladies to attend the debates in the House 
of Commons.'' 

He would now simply refer to the proceedings 
the other ,],,,T of the Select Committee on this 
matter of j\,Jr. Hemm>tnt's petition. He ob
sened that in England the other day a case oc
curred similar to what they had in their own 
case. A committee of the House of Commons_ 
hucl been >1ppointed on the case of 1\{r. Brad
lauo-h which had excited a good deal of interest, 
ancl the very same question had been raised. 
He found iu the 'Thncs of June 2nd a short lJara
gmph to this effect :-

" Ttrr~ BtL\!lL-\ nm Co).DilTTJ·:~-: : rrhe committee 
a.p110intefl to cousidel' the oaxh or alle?;ianee in connec
t1on wHh ::rr. Hrndla:ugh met ye~terday. All the 
mcmberf' of the committee 'vcre proseut. M.t·. \Yalpole 
wa.;:; app·,i~:tetl c1wirnmn. A fHo.cus~:ml ensued as to 
wlwthcr ~fr . .Bt·a~'Llangil shonld lJe allowed to be repre
SClltcd hy <·nnnsc1, but it was ilttimated that l1e de
clined t(J l'dain (!Onno;el. In these eirenm.<.<.tances it was 
de<'illed .'l!r. BracllrrHgh ~honld 1Je allowed to attend; 
alltl, if llCCC:3.S'll'_\', take part ]u the 11l"OCeCdings. rrhe 
committee aldJ dism.ls5ed the question or ad1;nitting the 
I)ress to tlto connnittec. Thi~ wa::; opposed lJy several 
members, lJllt in the end it wag resolved the 1n·oeecdings 
shonltl he concl~wted in pnblic. Tbe committee 
adjnurnecl till1o-c1ay, when the Hr~t witnc~~. Bir Erskine 
:J.lay, 1Yilll1e examined." 

Then he found in the 'Pi11Les of the 3rc1 June <1 

lengthy l'eport was given of the proceedings in 
the smrJe cace : the m port occupied half a column 
of the Thnc"1. lt waH not clear fnnn this report 
1vhat decision v;as cmne to, but the cornn1ittee 
ha<! no objection to the admission of the public 
and the pnbli~ation of what transpired in the 
con1111iti..ee. These seen1ed to hiTn to be goocl 
precedent" of the practice of the House of Com
mons, which wa;; to a<lmit the public to the 
proceedings of seh<et connnittees. If his reso
lution tmnsgres'A:>d in auy way on the full liberty 
that ought to attach to the proceedings of 
every committee he should desire rather to with
dmw it, if that were the opinion of the House, ?r 
sulnnit to such modification of it as 1vould retan1 
the right of the committee to ad according to 
rules of their own consLruction. He marle these 
ren1ark~, for \vhile it 'vas desirable in assemblie~ 
like their ovvn that thev should have the right to 
excln(1e strangers-ancl the House of Connnons 
h'"l uev-er nw<lified its standing orders on that 
point ancl retained the comj•lete right to sit in 
private-he thought they should pract~cally 
aclrnit strangers ; and that select cornmrt~ees 
should also admit strangers. Though that m1ght 
appear an anomaly and a contradiction it was 
one of those anomalies which had been found to 
wmk well. He thoug-ht the committee in this 
aml other <'ases vvould not be departing 
from good precedents if it admitted the pub
lic to its proceeding,.;. The connnittee rooms 
they had were not suitable for the admission 
of 'a large number of the public, but the 
Press could be represented by reporters if it de
sired, aml it would exercise a good control over 
the proceeding-s of the Committee. But the very 
fact that the proceedings were conducted in pub
lic aml reported would attach an interest to them 
that they did not possess at the present time. 
'fhcrelJy the functions of inquiry by a select 
committee would be increased and utilised to an 
extent they were not at the present time. He 
did not know that an abstract motion of that 
kind would he carried. He di<l not intend to 
carry a motion that might in any way bind the 
select committees of the House, but he thought the 
IIouse might express such an opinion as would 
le::trl to the conclusion that it saw no objection 
to the introduction of strangers at the proceed
ings before con1mittee.s. It 1vas true the rnotion 
was merely abstract, and there might on that 
account be some objection to it; but there would 
be this advantage in passing if that the attention 
would he directed to the principles of the Im
perial Parliament, and they might be led to fol-
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low the precedents that had been laid clown for 
them in either countries where they had larger 
experience than they had in Queensland. For 
the purpose of giving expression to this opinion 
he would move the resolution that appeared in 
his nanw-

" That., in the opinion of this House, it is desirable 
that the 1n·oceedings of the Select Conllllittees, except 
when deliberating, should be open to the public." 

The SPEAKER: Before putting this question 
to the House, I must point out that although it 
is a mere abstract expre~sion of opinion, and 
would not if passed override onr Standing 
Orders 155 ancl161 ; yet, from the speech of the 
hon. member for JVIaryborough, it would seem 
that he expects that its passage would permit the 
publication by the Press of evidence taken from 
day to clay. I must direct his attention to the 
fact that Standing Order 161 absolutely prohibits 
any such publication. I think it right also to point 
out that since he has in his speech referred to the 
fact that a select committee of this House lately 
refused to permit a reporter for the Press to be 
pre.ent at their sittings, as a reason for bringing 
forward this motion at the present time, it 
means to a certain extent a vote of censure 
on that committee. It is for the House to con
sider whether it would be treating the committee 
with courtesy in passing such a resolution, which 
is, I believe, unprecedented. As it does not, how
ever, propose to set aside our Standing Onlers 
on the subject, I shall now put the question, 
leaving the point'> I have suggested to the con
sideration of the House. 

11r. DOUGLAS, in reference to the Standing 
Order which the Speaker had referred to, .,aiel 
there was no doubt it was quite precise and dis
tinct, aud that Parliament attached a similar 
power to committees as it did to the House of 
Commons, and he should be sorry to ask them 
to surrender any right that may be secured by 
such order or usage. But he had pointed out 
that while they adhered to the rule to exclude 
strangers, it w:>s the custom in the House of 
Commons to admit stranger:> and to publish 
their proceedings. At one time it was difficult 
to get reports of the House of Commons for pub
lication, and many of them had to be taken by 
stealth. 

The COLONIAL SECHETARY said that 
the amount of erudition that had been showered 
upon them by the hem. member for JVIaryborough, 
and in which he ,;o greatly delighted, was won
derful, and everyone who had heard him and 
his numerous quotations must have been con
vinced that the question of the admis:>ion of 
strangers was left entirely to the committee 
themselves. The hon. gentleman let the cat out 
of the bag to the House when he made it appear 
that it was in order to obtain an entrance for 
members of the Press to disseminate the know
ledge at once. The 1Glst Standing Order was 
<lirectly against that, and no resolution could 
onrride a standing order. It said that the 
evidence taken by any select committee should 
not be published by any member of such com
mittee or by any other person. Did he suppose 
that they were stupid enough to pass a vote to 
enable who,t occurred in a select committee last 
Wo.Jek to be published ?-that was his only object, 
and what would be the effect of it? His only object 
was to get the . Press in to report piecemeal por
tions of the evidence that would suit him. It was 
extraordinary that it had never struck him be
fore to admit str:tngers and the Press to a select 
committee. His object was to override a 
decision come to by a select committee last week, 
and to enable him and his party to publish the 
evidence before there had been an opportunity of 
exmnining or contr::tdicting the 'vitnesse~. lie 
ought to be ashamed of it. There W<eii no neces-
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sity to alter the Standing Orders, and he hoped 
the House would have too much sense to pass 
such an abstract motion. It was an iniquitous 
motion, and had a low and mean object-to 
gratify private pique and spleen, and to enable 
the Press to report evidence piecemeal before 
there was an opportunity of examination and 
contradiction. He was mistaken if he thought 
the motion was going to pass, and he hoped a 
large majority would show that he could not 
carry it out. 

Mr. MOREHEAD hoped the House would 
bear with him while he read what he believed 
was the precursor of the motion moved by the 
hon. member. It was from the Telegraph of the 
24th instant-

'' The Select Committee appointed to inquire and re
port upon the allegations contained in ~fr. 1Iem1nant's 
petition hlet yesterda~' and commenced to take evidence. 
As the snbj cct of inquiry is of great public interest we 
were anxious to give a precis of the evidence day by 
day, as it \vas taken. r.I.'his is the only way in which a 
newspaper could deal exhaustively with such a sub
ject/' 

The Telegmph was, he had no doubt, a well con
ducted paper, but it was known to be hostile to 
the Administration for some time past, and they 
wished to have a reporter allowed to !J"O in and 
tttke notes. He was to make a prects and the 
editor was to comment upon it, irrespective of 
the f"ct that if he had been admitted, as he 
might have been, he would have made himself 
liable to punishment for a breach of privilege for 
taking out of the Committee what he had heard. 
They knew it was difficult to get at a paper or an 
imlividual. If they were to allow the Press and 
the public to be present at nll the private 
inquiries with their mouths agog, they knew very 
well they would go away and say everything to 
everybody. They had it in the paper itself that 
the intention was not to abide by the Standing 
Orders, but to fly quite in the face and· at variance 
with them, and yet he filed a motion, he believed, 
in the handwriting of the leader of the Opposition, 
who seemed to shrink as he often did, and became 
the cat's-paw of the hon. member for Brisbane, 
as he also often did, and justified it by no argu
ment whatever. He tried to pander-and he (Mr. 
Moreheacl) used the word acl.visedly-to the public 
by attempting to show them that it was his inten
tion th<~t the people should be present at all the 
committees, knowing well that they were debarred 
by the Standing Orders. That was the way to 
get cheap popularity. If he would only put on 
spangles and glitter, the hon. member hoped to 
be taken for o, second Beaconsfield ; but they 
would strip off the spangles, and show him to be 
as great an impostor, politically, as ever was in 
the colony. 

Mr. DOUGLAS: I rise to order, Sir, to ask if 
"impostor " is a proper word to apply to me. 

An Ho~OURABLE MEMBER: Call him a duffer. 
The SPEAKER said the hon. member must 

not make use of any term that was offensive to 
another hon. member. 

Mr. MOREHEAD said he would, then, with
draw it. The hon. member knew that he could 
not override the Standing Orders. The Speaker 
had ruled it, and they all knew it. He (Mr. 
Douglas) wanted to come prominently before the 
public, saying that the outside public were 
treated with great injustice. He believed the 
public took very little interest in any action of 
any committee. The Press wanted to colour it 
one way or another, and if reporters for the 
Press were allowed in, having instructions from 
their employers to colour the evidence in a cer
tain way, it would be brought out in some 
coloured aml one-sided way or another before 
the public. 'rhey had gone on for a great 
nmny years without any necessity for abne-
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gating the Standing Orders, and there cer
tainly was not a sufficient case made out by 
the hon. member for Maryborough now, except 
that he was one of those dolls made to dance by 
the leader of the Opposition. When the dav 
came, as come some day it must, though h-e 
hoped it was far off, when that hon. gentleman 
came into power, he would no doubt sell the hon. 
member as he had sold many others. He had 
betrayed every party he had been connected 
with, and he (Mr. Morehead) would go further, 
and prophesy that there was no party he would 
not betray. He had not perhaps the lust for 
pay, but he had admitted the other day that he 
had a lust for power. He considered it right to 
say place and power, but dishonourable to say 
place and pay. The hon gentleman sought 
power. He was a youthful politician, but he 
had greyheaded old politicians on the back 
benches behind him dancing at his beck 
and call. A second Pitt had not yet 
arisen, and he did not think he was likely 
to rise in the person of the member for North 
Brisbane. He saw near him the hon. member 
for Rockhampton who was bidding high to com
pete with him. He {Mr. Morehead) warned 
him to beware of that tricky member. Rock
hampton was a strange constituency, and had re
turned some of the ablest, and some of the most 
contemptible--

The SPEAKER : The hon. member must 
keep to the question. 

Mr. MOREHEAD said he would bring it all 
back again directly. He alluded to the hon. 
member for Blackall, and a late member for 
Rockhampton, and he would allude to one col
league of the present member. He would warn 
the member for North Brisbane of the company 
he was in, for he might be "hoist with his own 
petard." There was no doubt that the initiation 
of this motion rested with the leader of the 
Opposition. Why had he not the courage to 
bring it forward himself? There was hardly a 
member who did not know that he initiated it. 

Mr. DOUGLAS: I initiated the measure, 
from the beginning to the end. 

Mr. MOREHEAD said they hadleamed now 
that the leader of the Opposition was the secre
tary of the hon. member; and the two reminded 
him of Leach's picture of the skye terrier in 
Punch-there was no knowing which was the 
head and which was the tail. He contended 
that if the resolution passed it would be fatal 
to the Standing Orders. 

Mr. GRIFFITH said this motion was initi
ated by the hon. member for Maryborough 
himself. The hon. member who had just sat 
down had said that he (Mr. Griffith) initiated it, 
but the fact was the hon. member for Mary
borough told him a week ago that he was going 
to bring it forward; he {Mr. Griffith) asked him 
one day this week when he was going to intro
duce it, and he then, at that hon. member's 
request, sat down and wrote it out, and he was 
not ashamed of it. He looked upon it as one 
of the most importa.nt matters that had been 
brought before the House during the present 
session. The hon. gentleman had also accused 
him of stating in that House that he (Mr. 
Griffith) was actuated by a desire for place and 
power ; but what he said was that there were 
some members who were actuated by a desire for 
place and power, and at the present time they 
might well desire it. He was not one of those 
who at the present time desired either place or 
power, but he repeated that there were mem
bers of the House to whom place and power 
at this time were of infinite importance. 
With regard to the motion itself, the Colonial 
Secretary worked himself quite into a rage about 
it. He (the Colonial Secretary) was always off en-

sive, but he (:i'lfr. Griffith) wondered why on 
this occasion he had worked himself U!J into a 
passion simply hecause it was proposed to adopt 
the practice of the House of Commons and other 
legislative bodies. \Vas the hon. gentleman inter
ested in preventing strangerr:; fro1n being present 
at select committees? \V here was the occasion for 
all this rage and passion? He thought it was a 
matter that should be considered dispassiomttely. 
All the arguments used up to the present time in 
opposition to the motion were equally applic>tble 
to the admission of strangers to courts of justice. 
A select committee of that House was supposed 
to be a tribunal appointed to ascertain facts, and 
ever since judicial institutions had been estab
lished, as far as his reading went, one of the best 
safeguards for fairplay to all parties, in courts of 
justice or any other tribunal, was the publicity 
given to the proceedings. \Vhy were strangers 
admitted to that Chamber? In order that 
their speeches and proceedings might haYe 
the sanction of publicity-that what they said 
should be under the eyes of the public, and that 
public opinion, which ultimately governed all 
things, should guide them and keep them in 
order if they were inclined to go astray. What 
was the objection to the admission of strangers 
to select committees? That the Press might 
unfairly report the evidence. That was a strange 
objection to make at this time of day. \Vas the 
Press interested in rni~representing evidence ? 
Surely, all the papers in the Press would not be 
equally interested in doing so ; and if a commit
tee thought it was undesirable that one portion 
of the evidence should be published before the 
inquiry was completed, an order to that effect 
could be given the same as was given in courts 
of justice, and that order would no doubt Le 
oLserved. \Vhy should the rule that seemed to 
have grown up in the colony to exclude stmngers 
from select committees be allowed to continue 
when it had grown into disnse in all other parts 
of the world'? He would point out, on the other 
hand, son1e advantages of adn1itting strangers to 
select committees-that was, if a committee 
sat for the purpose of finding out the truth. If 
a committee sat for the purpose of finding out as 
little as possible, or arriving at some particular 
conclusion, he could see eYery reason why 
strangers should be excluded; but if a committee 
sat with a view of finding out all that could be 
known, and getting as much information as pos
sible, how was it to be obtained if the proceed
ings \Vere confined to five or seven gentlemen, as 
the case might be, until the investigation was 
closed? The probable result would be, as had 
often happened when the report and evidence 
of a select committee were brought up, that a 
great deal of the truth had not been inquired into 
at all, and statements were made that the parties 
would not have dared to make if they knew 
there was a possibility that they would be con
tradicted before the investigation '"'"concluded. 
It was said that the Standing Orders prohibited 
evidence taken before select committees being 
published ;-so did the standing orders of the 
House of Commons and other legislatures; so did 
the Standing Orders prohibit the presence of stran
gers in the House. Their Standing Orders were no 
doubt passed for some wise purpose, but like many 
other matters in the constitution they were there 
for the purpose of being enforced when necessary, 
but not always to the letter. How was it they 
found a lengthy report of the proceedings of the 
Bradlaugh committee published in the Time,, 
the other day? They had not heard that the 
editor of the Times had been punished for con
tempt for that, or that the committee authorise(\ 
it to be published. How was it they had also 
received telegram5 of the proceedings of that 
committee? There could be no better evidence 
that the practice of the House of Commons wa:; 
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to allow strangers to be present at select com
Inittee."', unler3S there 'vaR good reason to the con~ 
trary. In Engla1Hl the proceedings of connnittees 
were nomimtlly secret, just a' the proceedings 
of Parliament were nominally f!ecret; but there 
was another committee appointed when secrecy 
was really desired, called a secret committee. 
That was 'a committee the proceedings of which 
were really not sup[Hlsecl to be published. It 
wn .. "i st<1tecl in "}iay"-

.. Rul when, i_n the opinion of t ho House, .secrecy 
ought to he maintainecl., secret committees are ap
pointed. whose inquiries are conducted throughout with 
closed doors ; and it is the ilwariable practice for all 
members not on the committee to be exchulecl from the 
room throughout the whole of its proceedings." 

Then there was this note from Lord Colchester's 
diary of March, 1797-a time when the proceed
ings of Parliament were kept much more secret 
than now, and when the ac!Yantages of publicity 
were not recognised as they were at the present 
time:-

<;In the course of the debate on the Oonunittce of 
Reererv on the '~an le of England, 3Ir. Fox and l\Ir. Grey 
both s-tated distinctly awf expressly, and without con
tradiction, th::Lt the nature of committees of secrecy was 
only that it ex_d11cled from their proceedings all strangers; 
hnt that the m cm her~ of tlte committee were not other
wise bonnd to individnal secrecy ont of tbc committee, 
than a .. s their own sense of duty or propriet~· might sug
ge,"t, according to the natnre a nil. object ot' their in
quiry.'' 

The theorv of the holl. the Colonial Secretary and 
the hon. niember for J\ [itchell would turn all select 
co1n1nittees into secret con1n1ittees, as they were 
appointed in England, because the extent of the 
publicity they would allow to be gi1·en to the 
1-ll'Oceedings of select conur1ittees here "?as ex
acth· the same as that given to those of secret 
committees in 17\J7. Here they had got into 
the bttd habit of making all committees secret, 
and that was the reason why committees were 
pmctically of little use, an<! why they were 
in ~:iuch ill-odour and 'vere regarded with .suH
vicion. r~he practice "\V a~ to say, not '' What 
will the committee find out," but "who are the 
members of it." He cared very little who con
stituted a committee, if the public were ad
mitted and the proceedings had the sanction 
of publicity. In that case the necessity for 
observing fairplay would be so great that it 
would matter little what was the composition of 
the committee. He did not think it was neces
sary to associate this motion with the proceed
ings of any particular select committee. The 
motion would not in the slightest degree operate 
as censure upon the proceedings of any commit
tee. The House was simply asked to express an 
opinion, that as a general rule the proceed
ings of committees should be open to the public 
as they were in England; on the other hand, it 
was said the general rule should be different 
from what it was in }:ngland. \Vhether the 
;:eneral rule should be observed or departed 
from in any particular case would be a mat
ter for the committee, and if their deter
lninatiun wa.s revorted to the House, and the 
House dissente<l, whateYer further action was 
necessary would be taken. He had only to say, 
in conclnRion, that the vvarningf3 of the hon. 
member for J\Iitchell were entirely wasted on 
that side of the House. They could trust one 
another on that side, and he hoped they would 
always be able to Llo so. 

Mr. THOJ\IPSON thought the motion had 
Leen brought forward at a Yery inopportune 
time. lf they intended to make any alteration 
in the Standing Order:--1 the tin1e for doing so 
was when matters were quit'~cent-when there 
was no political excitement. That had been 
so much found to be the case that during 
tlw obstructiYe proceedings in the House 

of Commons it had not been considered ad
Yisable to make any violent change to meet 
particular cases. If they looked at the matter 
a little closely they would see that really the 
Hous0 itself was in the very best possible posi
tion that it could ]Je. They had in the Standing 
Orders, as had been pointed out, the same power 
as courts of justice to prevent the publication of 
evidence before the m!ttter was ripe-while it 
was snli jwlicc. An order of that sort was lately 
given in a celeLrated case in Sydney, and, being 
violated by the Pre>s, the editor or proprietor 
of the paper was committed for contempt. In 
this case the Committee was the judge, and he 
could not understand the object of hon. members 
opposite, unless it was to override the Standing 
Orders. If they wished to do that they should 
amend them. 'l'he hon. member said that they 
had got into the habit of excluding the publi0 ; 
hut he (Mr. Thompson) denied it-they had got 
into no such habit. As a matter of fact, select 
committees were not interesting to the public. 
For the first time, he believed, the public had 
demanded admission, and the committee, acting 
within the powers it possessed, decided that on 
that occasion it "as not advisable that the public 
should be admitted. There was the whole case; 
the committee had the power and had exercised 
it. What more was there to be said? There 
was a reason why a committee of the particular 
sort which led to this motion and discussion 
should be kept as quiet as possible, and that was 
that it was a matter in which the public were 
deeply interested, and in which great party ex
citement preYailed ; and the effect of publish
ing from <lay to clay little scraps of evi
dence with sensational headings would be to 
still further inflame the public mind. It was not 
desirable, if that inquiry was to take the form of 
a calm inv. tigation, that the public should be 
inflamed ] / articles about it from day to day. 
The whole mischief of that accusation-for it 
was really an accusation-from the beginning till 
now, was that it had not been calmly gone about: 
and the more excitement there was over it the less 
confidence there would be in the decision when 
it was arriYed at. There was greater reason for 
the committee excluding strangers than there 
was for the temporary suppression of newspaper 
reports in the court at Sydney in the great case 
of Shepherd v. Dibbs. Outside party altogether, 
it was of the utmost importance that that accu
srttion should be tried as calmly as possible, and 
altogether outside party excitement. He very 
much regretted that the question had been 
brough forward at this particular time. 

The MINISTER IrOR WORKS said thehon. 
member (Mr. Thompson) had dealt very ably 
with the general question, as far as regarded the 
a<lmission of the general public to select com
mittees, and also with re§ITarcl to the particular 
question at issue as to the elect Committee now 
sitting on Mr. Hemmant's petition. No matter 
what <lisclaimer might be made by the hon. 
member (::\fr. Griffith), it was quite certain that 
thiH abstract motion would never have been 
heard of had the Select Committee on Mr. Hem
mant's petition not been sitting, and had they 
not acted as wisely and discretely as they 
did in not permitting the presence of re
porters for the public Press. He intended 
to deal with one or two assertions made by the 
hon. members for North Brisbane and Mary
borough, and he could not disabuse his mind of 
the idea that they were rather disingenuous in 
their arguments in drawing a comparison be
tween the House of Commons and this Assembly. 
He (Mr. Macrossan) maintained that the practice 
was exactly the same in both cases, although the 
hon. member (Mr. Griffith) said that our com
mittees were practically the same as the secret 
committees of the House of Commons. B11t 



z52 Select Cummittees. [ASSEMBLY.] Set ect Committees. 

the secret committees of the House of Com
mons admitted no one but members of the 
committee and witnesses, while our committees 
admitted any or all of the fifty-five members 
of the House while the inquiry was going on. 
That assertion, therefore, was not correct. 
The hon. member (Mr. Douglas) in reading so 
tnany extracts from "J\tiay '' might have gone 
a little farther, and told the House what was 
the practice with regard to the select committees 
of the House of Commons. Had he done so he 
would have found that they were extremely 
careful not to permit the evidence of those com
mittees to reach the public until the inquiry was 
finished. So cautious were they that when wit
nesses got their printed evidence they were 
cautioned that it should not be made public, and 
they were only allowed to make merely verbal 
corrections. At page 413, '' May " wrote-

" The evidence of the witnesses examined before a 
select committee is taken down in shorthand, and 
printed daily for the use of the members of the com
mittee. In the Lords the printing is authorised by a 
special order of the House in each case: in the Com
mons it is done according to long-esfablish~d practice. 
A copy of his own examination is also sent to each 
witness for his revision, with an instruct,ion that he can 
only make verbal corrections, as corrections in sub
stance must be effected b,r re-examination. The altera
tions should be confined to the correction of inac
curacies, or the nece8sary explanation of any an8wer, 
and are required to be in the handwriting of the 
wUness himself, unless he is disabled by ~tccident or 
infirmity, in which case they may be written by 
!mother person a.t his dictation. The corrected copy 
should be returned without delay to the committee 
clerk, who is to examine the corrections. and if any 
appear to be irregular he is to submit them to 
the Chairman. It the evidence bA not r.·turned. with 
corrections, in six day::l, or some other reasonable. time, 
according to the circumstances, it 'vill be printed in its 
original form. . . . . Neither the members nor the 
witnesses to whom these cop·es a.re entrustPd are at 
liberty to publish any port on of them until they hw.:e 
been reported to the Hou,e. On the 21st April. 1~37, it 
Wa.."! resolved by the Commrms-• That, 11ccordi.ng to the 
undoubted privile~es of this Hou"e, and for the due pro
tection of tlH~ public interest, the evidence taken by any 
select committee of this Ho us A, and documents p 1 e
sentr d to such committee, and which have not been 
reported to tile House, ought not to be published by auy 
member of such committee, nor by any other person." 

Exceptions were also made to meet cases like 
the Bradlaugh inquiry, mentioned by the hon. 
member (Mr. Griffith). The motion, even if 
carried, would have no practical effect. as far as 
the House was concerned, until the Standing 
Orders were altered. He hoped the motion would 
not be carried. · 

Mr. KINGSFORD said the Minister for 
'\Vorks had omitted to state that even after the 
evidence and report of the select committee had 
been sent up, it rested with the House to 
accept or reject the report, and it might be 
altogether discarded. The committee was merely 
a number of individuals told off to do special 
work to save the time of the House generally. 
When they had done their work, the House could 
deal with it as they thought fit. 

Mr. ARCHER said the hon. member (Mr. 
Thompson) had told them that a court of justice 
could prevent the publication of evidence, as a 
select committee had a right to do by the Standing 
Orders. But in the case of a trial before a court 
of justice, it was not usual to comment on the 
evidence until the case wa8 finished. In the case 
now under discussion an order of that kind would 
not be of the slightest use, for there was no power 
to prevent newspapers making daily comments 
on the evidence taken. In a court of law, the 
evidence was heard Ly a jury who sat from day 
to day, and there could be no clanger in admitting 
the public, for they had nothing to do with it. 
But to prevent undue influence being brought 
tu bear on juries, the Press was distinctly 

prevented fron1 rrutking con1n1ents on a case 
before it was finished. It was only right 
that simibr liberty should be allowed to 
select committees while inquiries were pending. 
It appeared that courts of law had the same 
power of preventing reports being made of their 
proceedings, and he did not see why a rnotioh 
should be passed preventing select committees 
from exercising that power. 

Mr. SvV AN'\VICK pointed out that, as in the 
appointment of a select committee, the House 
delegated to certain of its members its own 
powers, and as any member of the House had the 
right of excluding strangers, it was only reason
able that the select committee should also have 
tha,t right. He submitted that no resolution of 
this House could debar a select committee from 
exercising the undoubted privileges of this House 
and of the House· of Commons. Even if this 
resolution were passed, it would still be in the 
power of any member of a select committee to 
call the attention of the Chairman to the presence 
of strangers, and the Chairman would have the 
right to order the strangers out. 

Mr. D01::GLAS said he had brought forward 
the motion without heat or passion. He had for 
:sorne tiine taken an interest in thh; que<>jtion, 
altogether apart from the >tctmtl c"se which h"d 
recently attracted his attention to it. On moving 
the motion, however, he was at once met with 
a furious onslaught-a sort of barbarous attack-
by the Colonial Secretary and the hon. member 
for the Mitchell, which was perfectly unjustified 
by anything he had said. He had pa;·ticularly 
said that he was anxious not by such a resolution 
to contract the powers which he admitted ex
isted in the select committees the House ap
pointed, even stating his vdllingness to \Yith,lra'v 
the motion when it had afforded him an oppor
tunity of discu::;sing a really important rnatter of 
parlimnentary practice. It was therefore exceed
ing unfair of hon. members to call him nasty 
names-for there was no argument. The Colonial 
Secretary, in his brute barbarous fashion, just 
slogged at hiru aH though he \Vas not worth argu
rnent. He was \VOrth argument, ho,vever, 
and as long as he was a member of the House 
he should prove himself to be so; but he was not 
given to calling bad names, and he did not ex
pect to be called bad names himself. The 
style of address presented to him, after his 
dispassionate rmnarks, 'vas what n1ight be 
called parliamentary blasphemy, and he didn't 
like to be blasphemer! at in that way. His 
clear contention throughout was, that whereas 
the House possessed the unquestionable right 
of excluding strangers by the mere expression 
of opinion on the part of a single member, it did 
not exercise that right because such an exercise 
of power was not found to be for its own in
terest or for that of the public. And he had 
also shown how the House of Commons had of 
late years contracted its powers in that respect. 
Hon. members all knew the old tradition that 
Dr. J ohnson used furtively to take notes, and 
that the publication of those notes was at one 
time considered a high matter of breach of privi
lege. 'rhose were the days when unfortunate 
reporters were dragged clown to the bar of the 
House and compelled to make an ample apology 
on their knees for their contumely. But the 
public liberties had grown since then, and 
the House of Commons, whilst retaining all 
the former theory, now gave the amplest con
venience and sought for the fullest reports 
of their proceedings. Such a chang·e had come 
over public opinion in that respect that it 
was now considered an indignity and Jepri
vation of privileges if reports were not given, 
and the c"ssembly was carrying out the very 
::;aane principle \\-hen it expended large t;Ullli':i 
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of money n,ml orgn,nised n,n efficient stn,ff of 
reporters in order tlw.t its proceedings might be 
made public, n,lways reserving to itself the power 
of at any tin1e contracting the practice in any 
wav it liked. It would have been better if the 
Mii1ister for IV orks had not applied the word 
"disingenuous" to hirn. He had endeavoured to 
argue the matter as fairly as possible from both 
sides, and get the House to look at the reeJ facts 
of the case. It was Hot of the slightest conse
quence to him whether the motion was carrier! 
or not : he knew that the principle would ulti
nmtely be n,dopted, and thn,t he would in some 
respects have contrilmted to its adoption. He 
did not quite agt·ee with the hon. member for 
Ips\1 ich, who seemed to think that our practice 
was the same as thn,t of the House of Commrms. 
Our Standing Orders were almost identical with 
those of the House of Commmts, but our practice 
was different. He had frequently attended 
rneetings of House of CornmonR cmnn1ittees 
which were just as open as courts of law, and yet 
it was not disputed that their standing orders 
were the same as ours, and that, if desirable, 
they coulrl put them in force. He contended, 
not that the Assembly should do away with its 
Standing Orders, but that as strangers were now 
admitted to debates in the House there was no 
reason why they should not be admitted when 
members were deliberating in committee. The 
principle should be extended--if it was good for 
the House it was also good for the committee. 
Of course, there were cases, as the bon. member 
for Ipswich urged, in which it would be a wise 
discretion on the part of a committee to impose 
restrictions upon the publication of its proceed
ings, just as it was sometimes desirable that n 
similar power should be exerciBed in courts of 
law. That would not, however, prevent the 
Press from publishing evidence. It was very 
proper that the Press should not comment upon 
a case until it had been finally a<ljudicated upon; 
hut a select committee would well know how to 
use its powers if its privileges were impugned by 
the Press, and the Press, discharging its duties 
under a sense of responsibility, would use its 
privileges with discretion. He did not profess 
to know ":\lay " better than the Minister for 
Works, who had applied the term ''disingenuous" 
to him ; but it appeared to him that in this 
respect the practice of this Cham her and that of 
the House of Commons were somewhat differ
ent. The Standing Order to which the hon. 
gentleman referred was somewhat modern, elating 
from 1875 ; before that, evidence was simply 
taken, and power was given to the committee to 
report to the House. "May " said, on this 
"po'\ver to report''~ 

"A committee have no power to report either their 
opinion or the minutes of evidence taken before them, 
without receiving po'\ver for that purpo~e from the 
House. Ace ll'dingly, where this power has not been 
given on the first ap110intment of the committee, the 
ehairman, before he brings up the report, moves that the 
eomrnittee have power to report their observations or 
opinions, and minute~ of evidence, as the ~~ac;;e ma~- be. 
'fhen the committe have agreed to a report upon the 
Rnbjcct referrerl to them, the chairman should obtain 
power to report their observations--" 

It was not necessary for that to be done in 
the case of our comrnitteeR, n,s the po\ver 
was given when the appointment was made--
" bnt when they have agreed to resolutions onlr, he 
should obtain pmvcr to report their opinion. ·when a 
<•ommittec desire to make a report to the Ilou .. ~e. relating 
to any circnm~tance beside the immediate order ot' re
ference, they ohtaln leave to make a special report." 

He did not <'are whether the motion was 
carried or not. The subject had been rather 
a hobhy with him, and his action now 
had no special application to this particular 
case, though he questioned if there had been 
any committee to whose proceedings more 

interest was attached than to the one now sitting. 
As a matter of practice he had introduced the 
custom of inviting the Press to apply for admis
sion to inquiries by Royal commissions, and he 
thought the public had gained in that way. The 
investigation had gained in strength, inasmuch 
as it had been made in the presence of and with 
the full knowledge of the public. Whatever 
arguments might be urged against the resolution 
applied equally against the whole system of pub
licity. But it was so mew hat late in the clay to 
argue against publicity. If they were a body 
like the Senate of the United States, delibera
ting on treaties with other States, it might be 
desirable to deliberate in secret. It might be 
even desirable to do so as regarded some of their 
own affairs, but that did not do away with the 
fact that the system of publicity gave the best 
guarantee for the maintenance of their liberties 
and the bringing out of the truth. He was free 
to admit that publicity might be abused, and 
therefore those old rights to which allusion had 
been made were preserved in order to conserve 
the power to redress abuse, and to be held in 
ter?'O?'em over those who committed abuses. Still 
he thought those rights ought not to be so used 
as to prevent the publicity which was so desir
able, and which was the basis of their system of 
parliamentary Government. If everything that 
they did were not made public their functions 
would cease ; the public would not know what 
they were doing, and would lose all interest in 
their proceedings. His resolution did not con
tract the powers of the Committee-they would 
still possess ample powers to assert their rights. 
Whatever objections might attach to his motion 
as an abstract resolution he was ready to accept. 
It was advantageous that an expression of opinion 
should be given upon it as an abstract resolution; 
and even if they did not obtain a majority to 
give effect to it, he was satisfied that ere long 
they should be successful. 

Question put, and the House divided :
AYEs, 12. 

::\Iessrs. Thon1, Griffith, ?\feston, Miles, Garrick, Bailey, 
Douglas, l\lcLean, Fraser, llendren, l)rice, and Grime:.. 

XOF:s, 2~. 

lVressrs. A. II. Palmer, :M:cllwraith, Pm·kins, Bear, 
:\forehead, Baynes, Feez, 1\facrossan, Hamilton, I_jalor, 
S\vanwick, .. W. H. Palmer, Cooper, Archer, O'Sullivan, 
1'reld-Blundell, Kingstbrd, Thompson, Stevens. Simpson, 
Low, Amhnrst, Hill, and Norton. 

Question, therefore, resolved in the negative. 

~IAIL CONTRACT-COMMITTEE. 
Upon the Order of the Day being read, the 

Speaker left the chair, and the House resolved 
itself into a Committee of the Whole further to 
consider the proposed through Steam Service 
between London and Brisbane. 

Question put-That the Chairman leave the 
chair. 

Mr. THORN called attention to the rule 
which had always been observed by the Colonial 
Secretary when he was Premier, of not taking 
any fresh business after 10 o'clock, and thought 
that the hon. gentleman should adhere to that 
rule on the present occasion. He was afraid 
that if the Government insisted upon going on 
with business they would not make any pro
greHs. 

Mr. G RIFFITH said he could not understand 
bow the Government could ask them to go into 
Government business at half-past 10 o'clock on a 
Thursday evening. He presumed tliat their ob
ject was to crush the members of the Opposition 
by keeping them there all night. If that was 
their object it was not the sort of object the 
Government of a country should have in view. 
He had been a close observer of the manner in 
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which Government was carried on in otber 
colonies, and had never known an instance where 
the Government had forgotten its own dignity 
or had insisted on going into committP,, when 
there was no possibility of their doing any busi
ness. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY said the hon. 
member need not trouble himself about the dignity 
of the Government, as they were well able to 
take care of it themselves ; nor did they want 
to be reminded of it by an hon. gentleman who 
last night deserted his party for the purpose of 
going home to sleep. With regard to what had 
been said by the hon. member for Northern 
Downs about his having made it a rule not to 
take fresh business after 10 o'clock, he would re
mind the hon. gentleman that this was no fresh 
business, as it was now the fifth day that it had 
been before hon. members, and had, owing to the 
obstruction of the Opposition, been broug-ht to a 
block. The question was whether a miserable 
minority should rule the country, and should, by 
taking advantage of the forms of the House, 
block the business of the country. In the face 
of that, and when the Government and their sup
porters were prepared to suffer the inconvenience 
of sitting up all night, they were taxed by the 
leader of the Opposition with forgetting their 
dignity. The Government intended to sit right 
through the week, and, if necessary, the week 
after, until they finished the business before 
them. 

Mr. GRIFFITH said the hon. gentleman 
stated that the question was whether a miserable 
minority was to rule the country ; but the real 
question now was whether the Government would 
insist on keeping hon. members there all nig-ht. 
Then the hon. gentleman taunted them because 
they did not all choose to stop up all night. 
Why, what fools they would be to do such a 
thing. They would make their own arrange
ments, and whether they chose to be there 
in the day or in the night was a matter which 
rested with them alone. The question at issue 
was not whether a small minority should rule the 
countq, but it was this :-In the first place, the 
minority who were opposed to the proposed mail 
contract at the present time and under the 
present circumstances was not a small minority. 
Two divisions had been taken by the Govern
ment on the question when accidentally several 
members of the Opposition were absent. In the 
first place it was given out that the Premier was 
going to reply when the hon. Speaker was in the 
chair, and he knew that three or four mem
bers had made arrangements to come back to 
hear that reply; but instead of that a divi
sion was taken, the numbers being 24 to 17. 
That minority was not a contemptible mi
nority. The Government had a majority in 
the· House, but they knew very wQll the 
Opposition had a majority in the country. A 
minority had no right to adopt such tactics 
except under exceptional circumstances, hut at 
the present time the minority represented the 
majority of the people. What was the propo
sition they were asked to pass ?-ancl what were 
the circumstances under which they were askerl 
to pass it? The Premier last night endeavoured 
to put the question from his point of view ; but 
they had not yet got the complete proposition 
of the Government : they did not know what 
were the precise or the essential terms of the 
contract. Only last night they had alterations 
submitted which were afterwards abawloned by 
the Government. The contract involved an 
expenditure of £55,000 a-year for eight years, 
and they were not told where the money was to 
come from. There was a large deficiency in the 
revenue at the present time, and the money 
would have to be raised by additional t:1,xation. 
\Vas it honest to pledge the credit of the 

conntry to "pend money they had not got ? 
It was monstrnns to ask any legislature to 
commit the country to such an expenditure 
nnder such circumstances. If they had a surphm, 
or reason to expect a surplus, he conlcl uuder
Rtand Govern1nent aRking l}arlian1ent to autho
rise the expenditure; but when they knew that 
every farthing would have to be raised by mldi
tional taxtttion on people already overburdened, 
the proposition was unreasonable. 'l'hey had no 
right as honest n1en, to Bay nothing as to their 
position of trustees, to spend the people's money, 
until they knew ho"r the people were going to 
contribute that money. \V hen to that was added 
the nature of the proposition, which. wa~ not yet 
finally cornr;leted, there were suffiCient reasons 
for taking the course they had been driven to by 
the u(JYernnH .. 'Ut. If the contract -..~:as a bond fide 
contract, the11 the principal objection coul<l he 
rernove(l by Hhnply 1mstponiug the ratification 
for a reasonable time. Let them take up the 
position of honest men in undertctking to spel)(l 
the money of those they represented. He had 
pointed out that the Opposition '" :.ts not a uliser
ahle minority. But whether a large minority or 
a small minority, they would insist on the ob
servance of the ordinary rule with regard to the 
expenditure of money-viz., that before they 
voted the monev Prcrlimnent should l1e satisfie<l 
as to how it 'vas to be raised. That was the 
real question; and the question they insi>;ted 011. 

The PREJYUER said they had he~trd the "real 
question" over and over again fron1 the other 
side of th@ House, and now they heard it from the 
leader of the Opposition. That hon. member had 
intimated that the Government snatchetl it vic
tory twice, and how did he prove it? On \V ed
nesday and Tlm1·sday, last week, during the 
whole time they considered no other business but 
the contract. The n1atter 'vas taken up again on 
Tuesday, and they considered nothing else. 
\Vhen everyone who wished to speak harl spoken 
a division was taken, which the hon. gentleman 
said '"as taken at an ino]Jportune tiine, because 
they (the Opposition) expected him (the Premier) 
to speak. Did the hem. member put himself down 
as such an ignoramus as to be ignorant that he 
(the Premier) could not possibly speak when tlH> 
matter was brought font·arrl as an Order of the 
Day? The hon. gentleman knew he (the Pre
mier) was only 'vaiting to get into cornrnittee ; 
anrl he spoke the moment they got into com
mittee. All the fanfaronacle about majorities 
and minorities in the country he took for what it 
was worth. He harl a majority in the House, at 
all events, and he knew that would he the 
opinion of the majority of the people of the 
country on the question six months hence. 

Mr. GROOM: Go to the country. 
The PREMIER said the hon. member for 

Toowoomba told him to go to the country; but 
the Government would choose their own time to 
go to the country. The hon. member (JYrr. Grif
fith) said one reason whv he would not accept 
the contract wa~ becaus"e they did not know 
its c·>sential terms. They had considered the 
contract, to the exclusion of every other subject, 
for a fortnight, and now the hon. memhei-, the 
most acute lawyer in the House, pretended he 
did not know its provisions. That hon. mem
ber harl not the courage to introduce an 
amendment after being invited to do so, but said 
he could not consider the matter as he did not 
know the conditions of the contract. But the 
very fact that that hon. genth•nun had not 
been able to tear the contmct to pieces slHl\1-ed 
that it "-as well L·amecl. And it was only his 
(the Premier",;) own straig·htforwanlness in ad
mitting there was a fanlt in one clause that gave 
the Opposition ground for all that tirade against 
the Government. The contract was perfect in 
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all its conditions, with the exception of the 
clause he had mentioned. He had accepted the 
;nnendment of the hon. member for J~lackall, be
cauKe it carried out his O\\"n idea exactlY. The 
next objection was that the Home hctd 1~ot been 
told where the money was to come from. But 
his experience was different from the hon. mem
IJet·s with regard to that objection. They should 
first m"'ke up their minds what money was 
wanted, and then ask the House for the means 
to raise it. They wanted £25,000, o,ncl when 
they had Yotecl the amount he would come clown 
ancl >tsk for means to raise the money. That was 
not only the proper way, but the practice of every 
session. They first went into Committe of 
Snpply for a vote, and then went into Committee 
nf V\r ayR and 11 eans for the purpnr.e of raising 
the money. He had now answered the hem. 
m em her---though it was not much use talking if 
tlH'V \\'ere to have olJ~trnctinn. He wonlcl be 
<[nite satiRfied to let the country jn<lge between 
them. 

~Ir. CJ-TII.FJ<'ITH stticl the hon. mQmher had 
. ...;aid that he C~Ir. G rlffitl1} 1nu:,;t have known tlutt 
he could not reply in the <le bate on the contract. 
rrhe hon. gentlenlall ha,cl 11een too long in the 
House to plead an excuse of that kind. He could 
in the usual way have obt>1inecl permission to 
speak in reply, a"<l it had l1een understood 
that he was going to do so. Then he had 
caid that the money w>es appropriated first, 
:1ml the House voted afterwartls where it \VaH 
to come from. That was true in theory, but 
not in practice. They went through the form 
of Yoting the money out of the Consolidated 
Revenue, hut the Trea-mrer had always to tell 
them where the monev was to come from before 
they dealt with the Estimate.,. The hon. gentle
nu:tn \Vanted hirn to re1nain t\\"entv~four hours at a 
ti111e in that House. He could tiot stand it, and 
he \\~a:; nut going to do it to nUlige the hon. n1eln
her. \\That the arrangements on the Opposition 
side of the 1-Iouse for n1anaging the business 
\Yere be \VaR not going to di8clnse to mern bnrs 
opposite. 

Mr. BAILJ<~Y said tlutt though the contract 
wccs ostensibly for the benefit of the northern 
ports, it contained no provisions by which the 
trade of those ]JOrt' would be facilitated. Then, 
the port of l\Iaryhorough should he connected 
with the mail service by a service of steamboats 
to Keppel Bay. 

The PREMIER s1dcl the hon. gentleman at 
the head of the Opposition had iu vited their 
attention one day last week to a telegram he had 
from one of the northern ports, and he (the Pre
mier) would disclose what the hon. gentleman 
could not afford to tell them about the expression 
of opinion in the Korth. 'rhe hon. gentleman, 
in ihis telegram to a gentleman in the North, 
said-

" "\Ve do not oppose 'forret:J Straits nutil" service, but 
the preposterotl:-> provisions this contract which is not 
with Briti~h-lndia Compan~y as !'tated. Read contrac·t 
for YOurself as bu~lineFs man and form vour mvn 
opiniou.'· · 

The hon. gentleman had use<! tl«l repl,- to that 
tnessage for another purpose of his o\vn. It was-

" Xo eop~v eontract here. Immaterial who contraet 
malic with a~ lou~ a~ Torl'f'"~ St1·ait::; ~eni(·e carried out. 
rl'lti:-. tlw Xort.h v;·ill insi~L on." 

The hon. gentleman had said they did not object 
to the Torres Straits mail service, but they did 
ol<ject to the contract. Re had not told them 
\\·hat "~aR the opinion as a buRineHR tHan of the 
gentleman to whom he had telegraphed, but he 
(the Premier) would read the reply-

" Have seen cavy or lJl'OlJo~erl contraet and <~an see 
11othing olJjectionable in it. If you succeed in breaking 
eontract conE~idm· it will he serion.s blmv northern por
tion colony.'' 

Mr. GRIFFITH said the Premier had read 
gumething quite different to what he had sent. 
He had received the telegram that evening in the 
Hnuse. The first part was right enough, but not 
the latter. As for himself, he had never opposed 
the service, although he did some years ago. He 
haclneverseen the man from whom the answer was 
sent, but believed he was a person of some sense. 
He would read another telegram : it was to the 
:Mayor of Chm·ters Towers, from a friend in 
Brisbane. It read to this effect-

'· Yiolent opvosition is offered to thP new mail cou
traet. A public meeting will be held here to denounce 
it. It is evident that the contract is too favourable to 
northern ports. In the hope of winning support from 
North, the objection is raised here that only three 
hours' detention is permitted at Queensland intermediate 
ports. But what is the term allowed under the existing 
contract P And as the British-India boats would have a 
speed of eleven knots, they will not he limited to 
three hours' stay. Another ohjection raised was, that 
the Government must provide steamers at each port, 
but under the ag-reement the eontractors mnst make all 
arrangcn1ents fur shipping and landing passengers and 
freight. It would he ruinous to the contractors to run 
their large vessels empty, so they must provide all 
necessary facilities, and make rates so low as to secure 
passenge"1·s and cargo from all por1s. There should be 
immediate .strong demonstrations in support of the new 
contract" 

That was the way demonstrations were got up. 
He never could understand the jealousy between 
the north and south of Queensland. There might 
he with Rockhampton, but certainly not with 
Townsville. A great deal was put down to 
southern greed and rapacity and to get up a de
monstration-that was the way history was made. 
He should be a8h'"mecl to get up a demonstration 
of that kind. 

The PllE::\IIER said he should not have 
dreamed of using the telegrams, but they were 
put into his hands, and he was justified in using 
them. vVhen the leader of the Opposition read 
the telegram to the effect that there was no copy 
of the telegram at Townsville, he did not tell 
them it was an answer to a fishing telegram sent 
before. 

Mr. GRIFFITH said he sent the telegram, and 
he was not ashamed of it. It was insinuated 
that he was guilty of something like disingenu
ousness in not reading the original telegram to 
make the answer intelligible. 

The Pl'tEMIER said he had only asserted 
that he was justified. 

Mr. GRIFFITH said when he came to think 
of it, he would like to know how the telegram 
came into the Premier's possession, seeing that 
it had only been put int<> his httncls that after
noon ? He had been warned before that the 
Telegraph Office was not safe. He thought it 
was a strange coincidence. 

The PREMIER thought that was a most 
unjust insinuation, hut to prevent the slur that 
was attempted to be cast upon the Telegraph 
Ot!ice he would state that it was sent by 
Peter Mc~Ianus to Mr . • T. M. Macrossan. 

Mr. L1J~ILEY HILL was glad the Premier 
had giveH them name and date and all particu
lars of these telegrams. They did not make use 
of anonymous telegrams and letters on that side 
of the House as they did on the other side, or 
work the wires and cast slanderous imputations, 
as the leader of the Opposition did upon the ad
ministration of the Postal Department. 

!\fr. AMH"C"RST thought the leader of the 
Opposition would see that he had been very in
discreet, and it would be a lesson to him never to 
lose his temper in politics. When he found he 
was cornered the hnn. m em her tried to cast foul 
aspersions upon Civil servants, and he (Mr. Am
hurst) hope<l he would admit that he was sorry 
for it. 
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Mr. GRIFFITH said it dicl not occur to him 
that he was casting imputations on Civil servants. 
He did not cast imputations ; he made direct 
charges and stuck to them ; but if it occurred to 
hon. members opposite that he had made impu
tations against the Civil Service he was sorry for 
it. The circumstances cert:.inly seemed strang!', 
but he understood now where the information 
came from. 

Mr. MOREHEAD was rather pleased with 
the acerbity of the leader of the Opposition 
because it kept them awake, and he saw the 
prospect of a very pleasant evening if that hon. 
member would stick to his post and make attack' 
upon Civil servants, charging them with all sorts 
of villainy, and then apologise and say he never 
meant anything of the sort. He contended that 
the whole of this debate and "stonewalling" had 
arisen from the charges made against the Gov
ernment by the leader of the Opposition, which 
amounted to neither more nor less than fraud, 
robbery, and theft, and which were calculated, 
as had been pointed out by the Press of the 
southern colonies, to degrade the Parliament, 
not only of this colony, but of all the Australian 
colonies. 

Mr. GRilr!"'TH said he did not think it 
desirable to begin the proceedings of to-night 
with an acrimonious debate, nor by going 
over again the debate that took place dur
ing the first week of the session. The hon. mem
ber (Mr. Morehead) had quoted a remark from 
the Melbourne A1·gus to the effect that he (Mr. 
Griffith) was the first lea.ding politician in the 
colonies who had taken such a course. The 
reason was that he was the first politician whom 
circumstances had compelled to do so. But who 
was to blame-the man who did the things or 
the man who called attention to them ? If it was 
his duty to say what he did the blame was not his. 
What he said he said in full deliberation, and be
cause he conceived it his duty to say it ; and he 
could not see how, as leader of the Opposition, he 
could have taken any other course. He should 
be glad if circumstances showed that he could re
tract anything he had said ; he would most wil
lingly do so. 

After some remarks from i'llr. HILL and Mr. 
GARRICK, 

The Committee, at 12 o'clock, adjourned for 
half-an-hour. 

On resuming, 
Mr. BAILEY condemned the proposed con

tract as useless either for a mail or carrying ser
vice, and argued that if entered into the public 
would very soon find that they were in the same 
position in regard to the new company as they 
had been in with regard to the A.S.~. Company, 
and that a monopoly would be established which 
would prove most ruinous to the colony. 

Question-That the Clutirman do now leave 
the chair-put. 

The Committee divided. 
Ayes, 8; Noes, 19. 
Question resolved in the negative. 
Question-That the words proposed to be added 

be so added-put. 
Mr. McLEAN said that, judging from the 

telegrams which had been read at an earlier hour, 
it was evident that the supporters of the Govern
ment had been endeavouring .J.,) ~'::-'~"1 +,1 , • ~1n•·, ,,.j

of the northern constituen'ci, " i1y revreHelltJilg' 
that the new service would be an eleven-knot 
and not a nine-knot service : but one of the great 
objections to the service was that it was only a 
nine-knot service. The main objection he had 
to the contract was that no information had been 
given as to the source from which the money 
was to come to pay for the service. He moved 
that the Chairman report progress. 

:Mr. BAILEY said, as the Ministerial benches 
were almost deserted, he felt called. upon to take 
upon himself the task of defending Ministers 
from the diatribes of the last speaker (Mr. 
:McLean). The hem. member recapitulated and 
enlarged upon the remarks of the hon. member 
for Logan. 

Mr. HENDREX said that, the Opposition 
benches being occupied by iYiinisters, he must be 
excused for addressing the Committee from the 
Ministerial side of the House. The hon. mem
ber then read a number of extracts from news
paper articles with reference to the imports and 
exports of the colony. 

Mr. MoLEAN called the Chairman's attention 
to the fact that the Treasury benches were 
empty. 

The CHAIRMAN said Ministers were present, 
and it was not necessary that they should be iu 
their places. ' 

Mr. HENDREN continued quoting from 
newspaper articles. 

At half-past 2 o'clock the Committee adjourned 
for half-an hour. 

On resuming, 
Mr. HEl'\DREN and Mr. BAILEY continued 

to address the committee on the snbj ect of the 
proposed mail service. 

Mr. AMHURST resumed his remarks on the 
provisions of the contract. 

Mr. MILES said he was not satisfied with the 
contract as it stood, and should be glad if the 
hon. rnember would give rnore inforn1ation. 

Question-That the Chairman report progress 
-put. The Committee divided :-Ayes, 9; Koes, 
15. Question, therefore, resolved in the negative. 

:Mr. MILES moved that the Chairman leave 
the chair ; and, after some further remarks from 
Mr. Miles and .:\Ir. Hendren, 

Mr. DICKSOX expressed a hope that the 
Government would allow the Chairman to leave 
the chair. 

The CommitteP divided :-Ayes, 10; Noes, 1:{. 
Question resolved in the negative. 

Mr. DICKSON moved that progress he 
reported ; and, at 3 o'clock, the Committee 
adjourned for half-an-hour. 

On resun1ing, 
Mr. HFTLEDGE addressed the committee at 

considerable length, and defended the syotem of 
party government on the ground that it was not 
desirable to hand over the power to one set of 
men absolutely. He maintained that the Liberal 
party of the House most truly represented the 
feelings of the colony. He acknowledged that 
what was called the squatting party contained 
more of the elements of aristocracy than any 
other party in the colony, but his own sympathies 
were with the labouring classes. He was glad to 
think that those classes were, as a rule, in com
paratively comfortable circumstances, and con
sidered that the lJrosperity of the upper c]a,ses 
was dependent on that of the lower. 

Mr. GRI:NIES complained that he was made 
to say in Hansard that the merchants would be 
most benefited by the contract. Nothing was 
further from his thought.~. He referred to the 
nn,tnrol tenants of the Crown, and hoped any 
i.to .'l-~~ .. ~ 1..-1 cv,,\. ... lv~Ull Would be laid 011 theiH. 
They had good gTounds for adopting the cour:.;e 
of obstruction they had dune. The hon. mem
ber then proceeded to read some particulars with 
respect to stall-feeding cattle, comparing the 
merits of feeding. He moved that the Chair
man report progress. 

The Committee diviclecl :-Ayes,.~; Xoe,, 20. 
Qu ·stion, therefore, resolved in the negative. 



[3() .fuLY.] 

Mr. YIOREHEAD called attention to the 
absence of the Sergeant-at-A1·ms. 

The CHAIRMAN said he wtts absent with the 
leave of the Speaker. 

:Mr. MOREHEAD said that circumstances 
might arike requiring the services of the Sergeant
at-Arms, and he should repeat his remarks, if 
necessary, when the Speaker was in the chair. 

:VIr. DICKSON thought that there was a prin
ciple involved; and, to afford the Chairman an 
opportunity to refer to the Speaker, he moved 
that he leave the chair. 

Motion withdrawn, and the Committee ad
journed at twenty-five minutes past 7tilla-quarter 
to 10. 

Mr. HENDREX (the Committee having re
sumed) said that as there were members pre
sent who were not in attendane<J when he spoke 
upon the mail contract last night, he wished to 
draw attention to a fact which had only come to 
his knowledge that morning. It seernec1 to him 
that the Col/.J'iel' of that morning had appro
priated some of the ideas. The hon. member 
proceeded to read an article from the Conrie1·, 
and to comment upon it until 10 o'clock, when, 

The SPEAKER took the chair, and the sit
ting lapsed. 
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